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O CONSCIENTIOUS Sunday-school superin- 

tendent or teacher would think of starting out 
for a Sunday-school session without having pre- 
pared the lesson. There is also a sense in which 
preparation for the business meeting of your Sun- 
day-school board should be, faithfully made. One 
important contribution to such preparation is the 
careful reading of advertising especially designed to 
interest the Sunday-school worker. This issue of 
The Sunday School Times is a good one on which to 

begin. 




















The Christian’s Extremity 


By Sally Neill Roach 


ESET behind—a look toward the past 
Shows turns and snares and helplessness and dross, 
Earth-hopes that failed, and weaknesses and loss, 
And gathering ills that lengthened shadows cast. 


Beset before—unopened any way. 
In every outlook only gloom and sorrow, 
And threatened ill enfolding all the morrow, 
And massing clouds that ere the light of day. 


But one resource—the pleading prayer ascends, 
And hand of faith is outstretched toward the throne 

‘Whence promisecomes. An Earmost pitying bends, 
And soul in‘need knows it is not alone— 

That God, who measured danger, rescue sends, 
And yet will prove His pow’r was o’er His own, 
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Calling an Enemy a Friend 

Changing the name of a thing does not change its 
character. An enemy, even under another name, is 
still an enemy. It is popular today to call death a 
friend, or even to deny the fact of death. This de- 
nial of facts is not limited to Christian Science; it is 
‘a part of Spiritism, and New Thought, and even "Mod- 
ernism. Sir Oliver Lodge, the well-known scientist 
and Spiritist, recently spoke at a Sunday evening 
service in London on “Death.” The “Outlook of the 
Church” in the Toronto Globe ‘has made a needed 
comment on his utterances. Sir Oliver is reported to 
have said that the subject of death need not be gloomy, 

but death was of the nature of an adventure, an epi- 
pode something to be welcomed when it came, not to 


afraid of, There was too much superstition about: 


graves; the idea of resurrection was a medieval super- 
‘stition; life was a permanent thing; men should not 
fear death, as the universe was governed by perfect 
love. Now it is true that one who has been born again 
by faith in Christ as Saviour, and who therefore has 
become a child of God, need not fear death. But this 
is not because death is not an enemy, but because one’s 
Saviour is greater than our dread enemy death, and 
has conquered death. The Christian does not deny 
facts or close his eyes to them; but he rejoices in a 
Lord who is able to deal with ‘dreadful realities and 
make us more than conquerors over them. As the 


Globe says: “It was a greater than Sir Oliver Lodge 
who stated that death was no friend, but an enemy of 
the human race, and the last enemy that the Lord Jesus 
Christ would destroy. It may be*that Sir Oliver 

ge does not believe in sin or what are the fruits of 
sin, for he makes no mention of it in seeking for the 
cause of death. He evidently sees no necessity for any 
atonement, or that there “is any need for salvation or 
cleansing from present sin, or need to flee from wrath 
to come. He says, ‘The universe is ruled by perfect 
love,’ and forgets that it is also ruled by perfect jus- 
tice, and that God will by no means spare the guilty.” 
Death is not an adventure, but life is: yet only those 
have eternal life, the life of God, who receive the Son 
of God as their Saviour, ~ 


What. Do You Need ? 

Our needs ought never to mean our worry. For 
“my God shall supply all_your need according to his 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” That is God’s word. 
Do we believe that God keeps his word? If so, we 
cannot worry. As Mr. Addison Raws said, at a 
recent Victorious Life Conference, “I don’t know 
what your need is; but whatever it is you need, I 
know God has it.” Some one else has written: 

“How great a God we need! 


And how much greater our God is than ow greatest 
needs!” p 


Not only is God able to meet our every need, but God 
would rather meet our needs than do anything else. 
He is not only willing and able, but he is able and 
eager and determined, by the measure of his infinite 
love and his omnipotence, to meet that need which 
is upon us todays Shall we not thank him? 
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No Panacea for Crime ? 


Cah the ¢rime wave be stopped? Chicago re- 
cently appealed to the Federal Gevernment to help 
check it. A National Crime Commission was appointed 
last year, and has recently reported its investigations 
@evering a period of nine months, — Its conclusion is 
that “There is no universal panacea for crime.” Some 
of the ablest persons in America have served on this 
Commission. Its chairman is the brilliant young son 
of a famous family, F. Trubee Davison of New York, 
and he says the crime situation is such as to “challenge 


attention, thought, and action,” and that the most press- 
ing question is that of administration of justice; that 
where conditions have been accurately ascertained, “the 
Situation has almost universally Héen found to be dis- 
graceful.” He believes that the-American people can 
make the machinery of justice efficient if they will 
“set their minds to the task.” Yet all the while there 
is the panacea for crime that God has provided and 
revealed. Men ignore it, and wonder why they cannot 
solve the problem! God knows of only one way; that 
Way’ is his Son Jesus Christ as men’s Saviour and 
Lord. Crime is sin; and the only cure for the sin 
of men is the Son of God. But men in general will 
not believe this; and so the age of grace, in which God 
freely offers salvation to all who will believe; will be 
ended presently by the return of the Lord to this earth, 
who will establish his kingdom: by his: personal pres- 
ence, will put down crime and all unrighteousness, and 
will ‘rule over the whole world as the Prince of peace, 
It will be better to be found on his side than against 
him, when he comes, 
Pad 


Prosperity 
God wants us fo prosper. He promises, concerni 

the man whose “delight is in the law of the Lord 
that “whatsoever he doeth shall prosper” (Psa. 1 
This does not necessarily mean physical or financial 
or other temporal prosperity; but it does mean the 
highest success according to God’s best ideals for us 
There is a s sentence concerning Solomon that 
we may well ask God to make true of ourselves. 
Early in Solomon’s reign, while he was keeping close 
to the God of his fathers, having finished the great 
work of building the house of the Lord according to 
God’s plan and purpose, the Holy Spirit writes of 
him: “All that came into Solomon’s heart to make in 
the house of the Lord, and in his own house, he pros- 
perously effected” (2 Chron. 7:11). Not “much” 
or “most,” but “all.” It is like the word in the Psalm 
of Solomon’s father David: “Delight thyself also in 
the Lord; and he shall: give thee the desires of thine 
heart” (Psa. 37:4). Have we ever dared to believe 
that we could so live and act that all that came into 
our heart be prosperously effected? :This is God’s pur- 
pose for us, his provision for us, his promise to us. 
Solomon’s greater Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, says to 
us: “If ye shall ask anything in my name, I will do 
it... . If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, 
ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.” 
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Aunt Hanna 


HROUGH thé streets of Elberfeld, Germany, a 

busy manufacturing city of the Rhineland, trav- 

eled for many years on errands of mercy a stout, 
roly-poly philanthropist, known and loved of all under 
the familiar name of “Aunt Hanna.” A saint of prac- 
tical quality, without halo and in threadbare clothing, 
borne down by her own troubles (for her husband 
was a drunkard for many, many years) and by the 
needs of others, she nevertheless ever shone with 
humor, sympathy and Christian joy. Her living she 
made in a little coffee business, and she was daily to 
be met, a large basket on each arm, as she went about 
with heavy gait, peddling Java and Mocha. People 
of all conditions greeted her. Now she would stop to 
thank one who had sent her bundles of clothing for 
her poor, now to give a word of encouragement to 
some faded and downcast face. 

When she passed to her burial, in 1903, crowds fol- 
lowed to the cemetery, the street windows were 
thronged with observers, mounted police headed the 
procession precisely as if one of the great of the earth, 
not.one of the lowly ones, were going to rest. The 
love of Christ bridges all social cleavages, and about 
this bier gathered rich and poor, educated and lowly, 
the Socialist and his opponent. 

Evangelist Schrenk, using the phrase of Europeari 
politics, once called her “the Great Power” of Elber- 
feld. As a girl, she worked all day weaving in a mill, 
and when evening came visited the sick and poor. 
Her theory was that these are far more accessible to 


the Word of Christ when it is made concrete by serv- 
ice. So she would sweep chambers, make beds, and, 
armed with pail and scrubbing brush, invade and 
clean the frowsiest homes. Often was she seen early 
mornings before work washing out clothes for needy 
sick folk at the brook. 

When the cholera ravaged Europe in the forwan, | no 
case was too repulsive, no home too humble, for her 
help. The sythptoms of the terrible disease attacked 
her, but she merely commended herself to the Lord, 
saying, “You cannot really take me away from my 
poor sick ones; they need me too sorely.” “In typhus, 
in cholera, in black small-pox, I nursed day and 
night, and was preserved safely. Once when I had 
not undressed for three weeks I went to Cronenburg, 
and slept eighteen hours, Then I returned, fresh and 
happy, to Elberfeld.” 

It was doubtless the knowledge of such ministries 
which protected her when she later, at pignt time, 
went into the host degraded quarters of the city, 
where even the police hesitated to go. “Pearls are 
found in salt water only.” “I have wept pails of 
tears,” she once said, referring to the tragedy of her 
home life, yet she could also say, “‘In these years my 
Saviour became all to me.” “Frau Faust, how happy 
you look,” said a rich manufacturer to her once. 
“You can be just as happy,” came the reply, as she 
explained how in Christ alone our hearts find joy 
and peace. 

In early life she was drawn to a shabby com- 





330 * 


munity living in improvised huts outside Elber- 
feld, in a place which had won the name of Elends- 
tal, i. e., the “Vale of Misery.” These people 
were emigrants from East Prussia, with the East 
Prussian love of drink, who eked out an _ insuf- 
ficient living binding brooms and working in the El- 
berfeld button factories, When she first ventured 
among them they threatened her, but she held on, 
starting a Sunday-school for their children under @ 
tree. This was later moved to a barn, and finally, 
with the help of Christians in the city, a good build- 
ing was put up. Unions for young men and older 
men were organized, the plant gradually extended. 
©Then it became a cetiter for the happy celebration of 
Christian festivals on church and national holidays. 
There were singing, Bible exposition, refreshments. 
“Crowds would come out from Elberfeld to attend. 
“You've got to show the people you love them, and 
“thei you'll win them,” said this shrewd though un- 
‘schooled psychologist. Later, the Elendstal became 
“the meeting point for Christian organizations of all 
“sorts and types from all parts of the Wuppertal, that 
region of active German piety. 

Mer own home in Elberfeld was,a sort of unofficial 
-bureau, for, poor relief... Having nothing she made 
many, rich. Her. coffee trade. brought her into homes 
» where .fashions: change. often,.and; the poor received 
the benefit of this fact.in good, second-hand clothing. 
The bakers of. the city-turned over to her their -bread 
when it became a bit\dry for the trade. It was a 
| matter of conscience with her not to take for her own 
“person anything given te the poor, and her happy face 
lit up ‘shabby clothing to the end. Her fare was the 
- humblest,— meal soup, potatoes, thick milk and the 
! like, is 

Though she relieved the physical needs of the poor, 
her true objective was their sols. She was a woman 
of great boldness. Once, when obliged to pass 
through a dark and niean_ street, she was accosted 
with improper words by some roughs. It happened 
that she was on the way to call a physician for a very 
sick woman. - With a few. straight..words she made 
known to them, that she had come from. the bed of a 
dying woman, and. then talked to..them.ef death and 
judgment-and eternity and free grace, ..,, - 
The “Reds” she told to their faces that they were 
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Editor’s Note—The facts’ given’ in this’ éditorial are 
brought together in ‘a ‘volume recently published ‘in Ger- 
many: Tante Hanna, Ein Wuppertal Original;) Buchhand- 
lung der Evangelischen Gesellschaft, Elberfeld » (Aust 
«Hanna, a Wuppertal Personality; Bookstore of the Evan- 
gelical Society, Elberfeld). 





Getting God’s Guidance 


A Christian pastor found his longing for a new 
‘victory and sufficiency in Christ satisfied last summer: 
at one of the conferences at America’s Keswick, and 
has been rejoicing in the blessed experiences the Lord 
has given him since then. But he finds that he is not 
clear on the question of knowing God’s guidance: 


Many times the leading is very plain if I am earnest 
and surrendered in facing the matter, but at other times 
I seem to be groping my way, am not “sure” of ‘myself 
as I know a victorious Christian ought to be. What 
is the trouble? Is something wrong with my faith, or 
is it simply that I do not know how to use the faith 
that I have? If I could only be sure of my choices! I 
mean by that my decidings as to a course of action. 
How can I be absolutely satisfied that I am doing, or 
have done, the will of God? 

What are the means of guidance? I know of none but 
humble, surrendered prayer, and then to use our best 
judgment. Could not even a surrenderéd child of God 
err in choosing and deciding? We have no right to 
claim infallibility, have we? 


Many a fully surrendered, fully trusting and there- 
fore victorious Christian has made the mistake of con- 
fusing victory with*guidance. It is quite possible to 
be abiding in Christ, and walking in the Spirit, and 
at the same time to be uncertain as to what God’s will 
for us. may be in a given matter. The time may not 
yet have come for God to disclose his will. He may 
.be testing us by keeping us “in the dark,” —and faith 
trusts God in the dark just-as tach as ‘inthe light. 
We ought never to be “sure” of ourselves, but we must 
always be sure of God. He knows what his will for 
us. is, even though we tay not'know. And he will 
make his will plain just as soon as. he knows we need 
to know, — and no sooner. While we are waiting, let 
us trust him fully, and rejoice in the ‘sufficiency of his 
grace, 

For we have God’s. pledged word that he will give 
us all the guidance we need. “If any of you lack wis- 


dom, let him ask of.God, that. giveth to all men lib- 
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lost men, and that the blood of Jesus Christ could 
alone save them, which too often awakened their 
fury. “We must be door mats,” she said; “if they 
wipe their feet on us it’s all right.” One terrible 
blasphemer among the Communists was converted on 
his sick-bed to’ the God he had so often reviled. He 
finally came to Christ with the words, “Society has 
cast me out, but the Saviour has pardoned me. ..1 am. 
free.” A thousand “comrades” accompanied the “body 
to the grave and heard the story of conversion. ‘ 

But also in the houses of the rich and worldly she™ 
witnessed to Christ as she carried about her coffee. 
Girls from such homes often came to’ hér When in’ 
spiritual distréss, or when ‘wishing instfiuctiohn in‘ 
Christian things, The girls in factories found in her 
a wise and constant friend, for she had passed her 
early years in factories, and knew the trials and 
temptations of.the life. . ~ ; 

“Tante Hanna” had learned that prayer and ever 
again prayer must be the foundation of all the care 
of souls. She was in constant relation with the Lord, 
and. accustomed to tell him all that moved her. Many 
were the wonderful. answers,. She had also accus- 
tomed herself to expect and obey suggestions from 
him, Thus, when sitting once in a_meeting, she was 
startled by an inner voice calling, “Hanna! you must 
go home.” . This was repeated several times, until, she 
got up and started out. When she reached the square 
in front of her house, she found a thick knot of men 
there in fearful excitement.. Pressing right into the 
middle of/ the group, she was just in time to seize 
the arm of a son who was about to plunge his knife 
into his father’s heart; and she led-him home. 

She knew all the sufferings of the city,—“homes” 
in rooms where two families marked their respective 
domains by a chalk line.’ On one occasion she was in 
‘time to halt a husband who was chasing his wife with 
a meat ax. When she went into their quarters she 
had to sit on the floor, because there was no chair. 
Yet this hopelessly miserable family was later restored 
to decency afid to ‘church. connections. “She was said 
by the city officials to be' worth a squad of policemen, 
and the stréet railways furnished her with a perpetual 
pass. “I am a fine lady,” was her remark, “I have my 
own equipage.” . ; 

‘It would’ be hard to find one with less capital’ in 
the usual sense of the word for a life of good works; 
‘equally hard. to find many. who accomplished more ‘in 
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drive that one beyond God’s will,—not into sin, but 
in some direction that is good in itself, but that may 
be quite contrary to God’s will for us. Thus earnest, 
surrendered Christians often go to extremes, or get 
into a morbid, unbalanced state of mind and heart. 
nm this account it is most important to “check up” 
our leadings and impulses by outer circumstances and 
common sense,,: And the counsel. of; trusted Chris- 
tian friends may be a needed and healthy balance. — 

But when we use the various principles and practical 
“ways of ascertaining ,God’s wiht, it 1s blessed indéed 
to see how God makes all things work together in re- 

hwealing. and confirming his will to. us: . Then {the fmat- 
‘ter is lifted out-of the realm of darkness and une¢er- 
tainty into light and peace ard assurance. 

Two leaflets will be found of value in studying 
this practical matter: One is bythe late George Miil- 
ler,,of Bristol, England, entitled “How I Ascertain the 
Will of God” (Bible Institute Colpdortage Association, 
826 North LaSalle Street, Chicago, 5 cents a. doz.), 
The other is by James H. McConkey, entitled “Guid- 
ance,” and abounds in rich helpfulness like the other 
writings of this man of God. ..(Mr. McConkey’s books 
and pamphlets are not sold, but.are sent free of charge 

“upen request; this ministry of the printed word is made 
possible by the free-will. offerings: of:God’s people, 
who give as they are led for the distribution of this 
literature. Address Silver Publishing’ Society, 1013 
Bessemer Building, Pittsburgh.) 


=_— 
Should Christians Obey the Law? 


Is the moral law the Ten Commandments? 
Are those under grace expected to obey the law?—A 
Pennsylvania Reader. 


Moral law is expressed in the Ten Commandments, 
but it includes more than those commandments, as the 
Bible elsewhere shows. The moral law includes man’s 
entire obligation to God, and that means to his fellow 
man as well, because our obligation to God determines 
our duties to our fellows. 

But moral law has varied, in different dispensations, 
under God’s direction. God placed upon Israel during 
Old Testament times; and before Christ ushered in 
the. dispensation of grace, certain moral obligations 
that. he does not place upon the Church today. 

’ The moral law by which the Christian should live 


faithful service’ and faithful testimony... She was a is plainly set forth in the New Testament Epistles. 
‘German sister to Phoebe of Cenchrea, “the succorer And those under grace are certainly expected to obey 
of many,” a replica of what impatient Martha proba- the“law. Indeed, grace-enables us to obey the law as 
bly became after the wrinkled toeghesd end, petulant we ote —_ = es oon e. Bs: is tee sad = 
manner had been ch by the grace of .God. . unscriptural mistake, which some Christians have made, 
= pes We our to. suppose that the: Word of God, “Ye are not under 

the law, but under grace,”’ means license to disregard 
God’s law. That would be sin; and the same verse 
of Scripture tells us, “Sin shall not have-—dominion 
over: you: for ye are not under the law, but under 
grace’ (Rom 6:14). - = 
As has often been pointed out, by sound. Bible 
teachers, grace gives us that which the law demands. 
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erally aid iipbtaideth not; ,and it shall, be given -him. 
But let him_ask in faith; nothing wavering” (Jas.1: 


miatiabpet Being ee = The law demands righteousness; being helpless’ sinners 


we never could meet that demand of the law; and s0 
God, in infinite mercy. and love, gives..us by grace, 
through. the death and resurrection. of Christ, the 


5, 6). Yet God's: Word, here, does not. say that God righteousness which the law demands. We never 
will give us. today, the guidance that we. need tomor- could earn our salvation by working-for it ina vain 
row. Most of us make the mistake of asking God to attempt to-keep the law. “We are asked to receive 
tell us now some things that he may not wish us to our salvation, and righteousness, as God’s free gift. 
know now. By withholding guidance that we do not So we read: “To him that worketh fot, but believeth 
need until some time in the future, God is ‘saying: on him'that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted 
“Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh for righteousness” (Rom. 4:5). And again: “For 
patience. But let patience have her perfect work, that what the law could not do, in that it was weak through 
ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing”. (Jas. the flesh, God sending -his own Son in the likeness 
i. 25-4). ; of .sinful flesh, and for -sia, condemned sin ‘in’ the 

There are a few simple pri flesh: that the rightedusness of the law might be fil- 

ance from God. . : aay Airs us, (pee —_ Ae after the flesh, but after 
H ‘<4 «the Spirit” om. 8:3, 4). A . 

a We are to ask God for the needed guidance, — -: God’s free gift of salvation, which.means Christ not 

Ot Se eS eee ; _..--~, only as our Saviour but as our Lord and Life, when 

2. We are to seek whatever light there may be iM ‘received by faith makes.of us a new creation; hencé- 
God's -Word, the Bible, on the matter before’ us. sisi forth we have Christ as our life and our Payer, 

3. We are to study, the circumstances in confiection in -his strength we keep the law, both as a duty and as 
with the matter, for God often makes his will known a glad privilege. The righteousness of the law is ful- 
through circumstances. . . . ‘filled in us,.as we.walk by faith in Christ. As the 

4. We are to.use. common sense in coming to a con- ‘Scofield Reference Bible states it, in comment on Gal- 
clusion concerning God’s will. Just here some sur- . 2tans 37,24, Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster 
rendered Christians have failed. The Holy Spirit does +0_bring, us unto-Christ, that. we might be justified by 
not ask: us to abandon our thinking powers, our faculty . faith”; “Under. the,new covenant of grace the prin- 

5. If necessary, the counsel of trusted’ Christian ‘ pth lh = * as ts i. 3 ihe & avy oe ts 
friends may help in ascertaining Ged’s gtiidanté, “This ‘ ‘Cox. “3 21), ana the new: Taw .of Christ (Gal. 4% 
last need not necessarily always be inchiaded., but there: : 4 Jolin &) 4% his delight: while, through te indwelling 

al. 


neiples in, getting guid- 


_may_ be times when. it is invaluable i ti Dirit, the righteousness..of the law is, fulfilled in 
Merely ‘to ~pray for guidance, .and then: ap arate Rg 8: 2+4;. Gal. §:-16-18).” site peaneals can 
inner impulse that we have after praying, may be.to.gét “The great subject of God's grace, and‘ fhe super- 
far astray from God’s guidance. Satan as ..an.angel. ‘natnral, miraculous life of "obedience; to God that his 
of light can give us “leadings” and ‘impulses that tay grace makes possible, are set: forth, fully in a té- 
seem very plausible, and that may point in- directions  ‘markable “velume entitled “Grace,” . By “Lewis Srey 
that are good -in themselves, but that may.not be God’s_ Chafeér, President of the Evangelical Triplogical 
will for us at the time.. It has ‘been, well. said that Jege of Dallas, Tex. - It is well worth: the careful study 
when Satan finds. that he cannot prevent a ¢hild of of all'Christian people, and may be had from, The Sun- 
God from going the whole way, with God, and from day School Times Company ($1.50, plus, {2 cents 
doing God’s will in full surrender, then he tries to pestage).. ee 
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Lesson for June 20 
Genesis 4@: 18 to 45:15 
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Watching the Gospel at Work in Belgium 











Where God’s people sing because they cannot help it: 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 














OR ten years I had prayed,. and heard, and read, 

and talked of the -evangelistic work of. Ralph 

and Edith -Norton in» Europe, which began as 

the British and- Allied Soldiers Evangelistic. Cam- 
ign, and then became, in 1918, the Belgian Gospel 
ission. For:nine years I had followed with prayer 
and thanksgiving» God’s leadings in the -life of a 
young American student, who. had graduated in 1921 
with high honors from the ‘University of Pennsyl- 


vania, and who had stepped out by -faith into “the . 


fulness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ” as 
we knelt together in prayer, in 1916, at a summer con- 
ference. This young Christian, Philip E. Howard, 
Jr., had sailed with his bride to join the Mission in 
the summer of 1922. And now the time had come 
when I was to see it all for myself. | 

The Jubilee Keswick Convention in England was 
over; Mrs. Trumbull and I left Victoria Station in 
London for Dover, to get our boat for Ostend. It was 
a bank holiday, and everybody else seemed to be leav- 
ing London that Saturday noon! A thousand pas- 
sengers crowded on to. the little Channel steamer, and 
we stood, or sat on suit cases, in a driving rain storm 
as we crossed to the Continent. 
Every train was late, of course, 


Have you ever had the experience of knowing 
intimately, for years, about an evangelistic work 
in a*foreign-field, and then for the first time ‘see- 
ing it with your own eyes? This was the privilege 
of the Editor of The Sunday School Times last 
summer, and he gives here the first of a series of 
articles describing what he saw and heard during 
@ memorable visit in a land that may well be a 
key, in God’s plans, to the opening of many doors 
to Gospel triumphs in Europe and Africa in the 
~ imcreasing darkness of the time that yet remains 
before the Lord’s return. 








Gospel missions where one has to try to forget the 
surroundings and see things only by faith, not by sight. 
Here it was so delightfully different. It was a good 
sized, rectangular hall, not only immaculately clean 
but charmingly artistic in the soft, warm brown color- 
ing of the walls, well-lighted, perfectly ventilated, 
everything simple and in good taste, nothing luxurious 
Or expensive, but somehow it all seemed to honor the 


| 
Lord in its effect on the eye as well as in the blessed 


spiritual atmosphere of fellowship with Him. Should 
we not be more careful in these matters, when we in- 
vite the- unsaved world-in to meet with the only One 
who is “altogether lovely,” and who alone can make 
our lives “his poem”? — for “we are his workmanship 
[poem], created in»Christ Jesus’: unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained that we should walk 
in them” (Eph. 2: 10). | 

On the wall back of the pulpit, facing the goodly 
number of the morning congregation that had gathered,| 
were the words, Ta parole est la vérité, “Thy Word 
is truth.” | 

Above the pulpit, near the ceiling, we read Gloire 
a Dieu, “Glory to God.” 

On the other walls, all in beautifully artistic letter- 
ing, were these Scriptures: | 


Car Dieu a tant aimé le monde quwil a donné. son 
Fils unique, afin que quiconque croit en lui ne périsse 
point, mais qwil ait la vie éternelle (John 3:16). 

Ne crains pas, crois seulement, “Be not afraid, only 
believe’ (Mark 5: 36). 

Sachez que votre péché vous 
trouvera, “Be sure your sin will 





with the congestion of traffic, 
and it was almost midnight 
when we pulled into Brussels. 
But we were there; and the 
first American face we saw on 
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find you out” (Num. 32: 23). 
Car le salaire du péché, c’est 

la mort; mai le don gratuit de 

Dieu, c’est la vie éternelle en 





the station platform was young 
Philip Howard’s. A moment 
later we discovered Ralph and 


on our way to the delightful 
sg i in the heart of the city, 


n Rue Rayale and Boulevard RECEIPTS: 


Mr. C. G. TruMBULL, 7reasurer : 


: _ We have made our audit of vour account as Treasurer of The Belgian Gospel 
Edith Norton, and then we were : Mission for the year 1925 and submit herewith a statement of the receipts and 


expenditures for the year and the balance on hand December 31, 1925: 


Jesus Christ notre Seigneur, 
“For the wages of sin is death; 
but the gift of God is eternal 
life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord”. (Rom. 6: 23). 


Oui, je viens bientét, “Behold, 


I come quickly’ ee 
i i Cash in hands of Treasurer, December 31, 1924... 1. 2 eee eee eee eee $48,293.80 quickly (Rev. 3: 11). 

Galilee, which was to be our - Securities in hands of Treasurer, pera eae ee een 17,800.00 Et que servirait-il 4 un homme 
home for the next three weeks. Received during 1925 in cash, Geaeal Fund, 2... ee ee ee ee tee 60,898.80 de gagner tout le monde sil 

H xf ET 6 ee SE ES 6 O46 OTe Oe 8040 1901.29 erdait son ame on- 
Philie pecs age og Mcp 4 “ Total to be accounted for ..... A ee ee ee en ee Siavae ee $135,893.89 pices oe Pet aS de 

: eS EXPENDITURES : ime? “For what is a 
church service of thé Mission. Siege, Aiatseee dle . . paiiie son ame? “For what is a man 
The hall used for this purpose . Stationery and informational literature. lee 980.66 profited, if he shall gain the 
was just around the corner from Advertising in periodicals . . Ber ataguecelt Wee e es BORO hare OS 1,237.33 whole world, and lose his own 
our rooms, on the same boule- a re eee eee _1,806.31 soul? or what shall a man give 
vard. As we reached the build- Sittin madnmens thet $5,303.30 in exchange for his soul?” 
. ° : , th moors im Boigium.... 0600-2 ccc cees 902! 
ing, facing the beautiful street Transatlantic travel... - “peomihee a puke es ap ee eee ale ripese (Matt. 16: 26). 
with its avenues of towering - Funds sent abroad for work in field (General, $45,000 ; Building, $50,000) $5,009.00 Vous avez tout pleinement en 
trees, Philip was about to take _ Total disbursed during 1925... 2... 6 ee et et ees 110,349.53 Christ, “Ye are complete in him 
us right in saying, “This is the Cash in hands of Treasurer, December 3%» 1925, Soaneet MING Ne 6Se eit yaiS Oat bale $7,043-92 [Christ]” (Col. 2:10). 
Mission Hall”; but when I re- Securities in hands of Treasurer, D: b ‘ cy SRS Ba epaemenee ce 8:$00.00 
- ° ’ .. . Se et est OR ee 1800. ’ . 

alized that this was actually our fee an hen 00 $259553.36 Car tous ont péché et sont 


Mission my heart leaped, and 
I had to stop; I moved away, 
across the street, just in order 
to see it better. It is difficult 


to describe the joy with which 


I looked on that building, un- 
pretentious perhaps in man’s 
sight, but rich with eternal sig- 
nificance in the eyes of God. 
I read the sign over the door, 
“La Mission Belge Evangel- 
ique,” and I praised God for it. 
A young Catholic priest, in 
flowing black robe to his ankles, 
and wearing a flat broad-brim- 
med hat, passed the Mission 
door as we looked,— he glanced 
€t us, and he knew what was 
there. May God save him! 
Then we entered, and heard 
strong, clear, joyous’ singing 
from within. We couldn’t un- 
derstand the words; they were 
French; but it was easy to un- 
derstand the spiritual language. 
It was heart singing, so differ- 
ent from the listless, perfunc- 
tory droning so often heard in 
our church services in America. 
It means something to be saved 
in a land that has scarcely had 
the Bible in four hundred years. 
Of course, everything was 
better than we anticipated. And 
we had anticipated so much! 
But Ephesians 3:20 is still in 
God’s Word, and when does he 
not do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think? 
Somehow I had half-expected 
unattractive quarters, poor ven- 
tilation, the seats and walls and 
windows perhaps a bit dingy 
or soiled; there are some 








Contributions received in.the United States... 2. 5 0. wt tw et tw es ,800.09 
Contributions received direct by Belgium headquarters Rison 





We also attach a summary of receipts and expenditures in Belgium during 
1925 as reported monthly, stated in francs. (The value of the Belgian franc 
during 1925 averaged .0484 cents American). 





. Francs Francs 
Total Cash on hand December 31, 1924, General Fund... 2... 0205-2000 80,303.96 
Cash received from United States ($45,000.00)... 2... 0 ee ee ee ee ee es 929,770.96 
CASH RECEIVED IN FIELD: 
SN i I ey ee 124,921.84 
eee lg eos onc ge Sw 3s ee 36 % 0 27,513.61 
IEEE oe Og nS se 6b es 6 8 8 See ale ee eae 51,589.80 
ee ce Lg ite etd abe oo 3+enp tes 6 ete o 4923-70 208,948.92 
Total cash and receipts ($59,004.05) .......- ee ee eevee 1,219,023.84 


CASH EXPENDED IN FIELD: : 
Salaries, board and lodging (64 staff and student workers) ......... 556,665.50 
Meeenere GU GUNG SUROINNIEOS oc tt tt te te tt te ee 62,641.46 
Light and heat 











eee as oo « Ss 6 se & oo 6 6 O86 @ Oe 6 ee ee 32,226.05 
Rent, Taxes and insurance. . .. . ie Oe Sh SEO wee Se a ers © BOS 108,245.92 
‘Traveling expenses and motor upkeep .........--.---0-00%% 71,306.20 
ee ae on ee keg Sete ee be KE a eb ers 127,234.16 
I NI IRS 5 5S 5 6S cS ScS S00 ek 0 os OTe se wb ee 21,447.48 
ar ee ree nos 6G ee kk 6 66.6 © 0 @ ~@ oe Se + % 23,033.63 
Bible school and Sunday-school supplies .. 2... ..-..22202-0%0- 3,060.3 
Suey SINENE E Gee a6 Go oe os eco 6 0 68 0 6 BA ee SS 6 OS 9,004.79 
ge eg a a ca re 50 a 1,01 4,925.55 
Total cash in Belgium, General Fund ($9,878.91) ..........42- ° 204,098.29 
SULDNS FUND: 
pM SS. 6. "és. pg Wise gueue~ "6" 4a Rida We ale we 6 eS % 488. 
Advances, ee ee PORES. Fe Re ie es ots ‘Santen 
we TS Sar ee ee ee 253.045.07 
EE eee ae eae ee a 158;939.60 
Cash received from United States ($50,000.00). ........-2.0005 1,033,078.85  1,445,963.52 
ee OS ED TO EOT.TE) sco. 2. sw 0 be ore a % os 0 ab ee 8s 1,730,626.63 
CASH EXPENDED IN FIELD: 
New buildings, Brussels, St. Nicholas, Brain Le Comte, Poperinghe, Sart, 
TE IEE Ns, "5 5 ob Oe oo eee aS 8 we ER pel 8 1,417,594.82 
oe an 11,197.30 
Alterations at Dour, Manage, Hasselt and Eecloo........... 27,870.95 
ee I IS 05 57s ove 6. Sud es 60.6 0 00 o ae 6 1,505.72 
PN re ee ed eet. ee eee Oe be 14,900.00 
Te CE ete Gala Yaad eee ey ere ce lta ck ww” 376.45  1,473.445-24 
Total cash in Belgium, Building Fund ($14,868.41) .........0+0 050 a "307,181.39 


Stockton BaTeEs AND Sons, 


PHILADELPHIA, April 21, 1926. Public Accountants and Auditors. 








privés de la gloire de Diew; et 
ils sont gratuitement justifiés 
par-sa grace, par le moyen de 
la rédemption qui est en Jésus 
Christ, “For all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God; 
being. justified freely by his 
grace through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 
3: 23, 24). 

En Lui nous avons la rédemp- 
tion par son sang, “In whom we 
have redemption through his 
blood” (Eph. 1:7). 


Finer singing I have never 
heard anywhere in this world. 
The people poured out their 
hearts and voices in joyous 
thanksgiving to the Lord Jesus 
Chfist. There was no need for 
any singing leader to urge them 
to “sing louder,” or “put more 
heart into it’; the Holy Spirit 
had done that as only he can. 

Pastor Waelti conducted the 
morning service, and the sermon 
was preached by an evangelist, 
M. Tissot, whose _ simplicity, 
genuineness, and spiritual fervor 
have been greatly blessed to-the 
Mission, Pastor Waelti is a 
man “sent from God” to this 
work. His consecration, devo- 
tion, life, and messages have en- 
deared him to all. 

It is an impressive experience 
to sit through a service in which 
one does not understand the lan- 
guage but can share in all that 
is going on through reading the 
“epistles of Christ” in the faces 
and voices of the people of God 
thus gathered together. There 
were faces, too, that indicated 
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unmet need, or indifference, or conviction of sin; that 
is what the Mission is there for. 

At the close of the service we had the privilege of 
meeting one after another of the workers and the 
congregation, and a happy, radiant, smiling company it 
was. Over and over again have 1 seen the same un- 
mistakable types of first century, New Testament 
Christian. ‘they are found in every foreign mission 
-field; and, God be praised, they are found ‘in many 
parts of the homelands, at the Keswick Conventions in 
England, at America’s Keswick, in our Bible schools 
and institutes, and in churches and prayer-meetings 
where the Lord Jesus Christ is lifted up and the Word 
of God is honored and believed. ‘the true Gospel al- 
ways brings the same results; and it is the only Way 
of getting those results. 

On Tuesday evening I attended an evangelistic serv- 
ice in the Mission Hail, when Phiip and I sat in’ the 
gallery and he translated for me, in a low tone, the 
powerful messages given by the speakers. "M. Anto- 
marchi spoke on’ “The Prodigal Son, the Loved Son.” 
The freshness and appealing vigor of the message 
came as a surprise to one who had heard that theme 
set forth so many times. The speaker began by say- 
ing: “If all who have ever been saved by the parable 
of the Prodigal Son were brought together in a single 
meeting, it. would take a very vast hall to hold them.” 
“An unforgettable picture was burned into one’s heart 
and mind by that opening sentence. He showed what 
joy runs through the fifteenth chapter of Luke’s Gos- 
‘ He contrasted the Pharisees, murmuring, snarl- 
ing, angry. There are only two religions in the world, 
che said: the religion of the Pharisee, and the religion 
of Jesus. 

M. Antomarchi, by the way, is the Editor of the 
Mission’s paper, Notre Esperance, “Our Hope,” Philip 
being associated with him in this editorial work. He 
and Philip and I spent part of a forenoon together 
conferring about editorial matters; he asked questions 
freely about our experiences in conducting The Sun-_ 
day School Times, and was eager to avail himself 
‘of these in the work of the Mission paper, which in- 
chides messages on the personal spiritual life, Bible 
study, and comment on current events in’ the light of 
Bible prophecy. 

A great-uncle of M. Antomarchi was the physician 
‘in personal attendance upon Napoleon Bonaparte dur- 
ing his last days on the Island of Corsica; and Anto- 
“marchi’s own life story is an amazing testimony to 
‘the miracle of God’s grace. He went to Brussels, as 
. ‘a young man, to commit suicide; his plans for this 

“were fully and finally made, and° he came nearer ‘to 
carrying them out than one likes to think about. I 
asked him to write out his story, in full, for readers 
of The Sunday School Times; he ‘has done this in 
‘French, Mrs. Norton having translated it, and it is 
one of the most profoundly impressive human-life 
documents the Times has ever had the privilege of 
publishing, — it will be given in these columns in the 
near future. Meantime let us praise God that Anto- 
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marchi was brought out of his living death into eternal 


life, and today, instead of having’ been a self-murderer, 


is a glad ambassador of life to many others. 


_‘Lhat first Sunday afternoon 1 was given ‘the priv-. 
ilege of bringing a’ message to a' littie group of Kng-. 


lish-speaking people, including the Mission workers and 


a party o1 young missionaries just leaving’ for the Bel-:: 
; Philip led in prayer, and it was <almpst: 
It is hard tor us in'the ‘thometand‘ 
to reaiize what it means to live. and work..where;other : 


gian Congo, P 
too much tor him! 


languages than our own are spoken, and then to-dhave 
the opportunity of a meeting: of Christian people“all 
speaking our mother tongue, I realized, thére im Bel- 
gium, the truth taught in the Bible (which ‘the ‘natu- 
ral man could never discover for hiniself)‘ that differ- 
ences in human language are the result of sin. When 
men separated themselves from God by sin, they sep- 


arated themselves from one. another as well, and God. 


had to deal with their sin by the judgment. of the 
confusion of tongues at Babel. He can -overcome it, 
by grace, as is blessedly seen in all true missionary 
work in foreign tongues. And some day, in the prtes- 
ence of the Lord, all the redeemed will be speaking; the 
same tongue. ‘ 

We saw from God’s Word, that Sunday afternoon, 
that the normal Christian life is always a new life. 
It can no more be old than God can grow old. Mak- 
ing things new is the miracle of God’s power and grace. 
Even after the millennium, with its wonders and the 
personal reign of Christ, the Lord says, “Behold, I 
make all things new” (Rev. 21:5). But before the 
millennium, today, “If any man be in Christ, he is 
a new creation: old things are’ passed away; behold, 
all things are become new” (2: Cor..5:.17).. When 
we bring our broken, sinful, wrecked lives to God, he 
does not repair them; he,replaces them with his own 
eternally new life. And so the message of the mis- 
sionary in Belgium, and the message of the child of 
God in every land, while abiding in Christ, is that 
which can come only from a life new every day. 

Thus began a three weeks filled with precious ex- 
periences of God’s power. We saw how, through the 
Belgian Gospel Mission, God is reaching that “needy 
land. People who do not understand the situation 
have sometimes asked why, if one wants to be a mis- 
sionary, one should not go to a_heathen country 
rather than to a “Christian land like Belgium.” If 
we want the answer to this thoughtless question we 
should go and see for ourselves. These sketches of 
our travels there will. give but a glimpse of lives 
transformed, among the humblest people in city and 


‘country and in the mines, and: among the cultured 


university classes and the highest military and social 
circles; all alike were kept in ignorance of God’s 
Word, in the darkness and death of. superstition and 
idolatry ; and now a people is being called out for His 
name by the Good News of the shed blood, death, res- 
urrection, and return of the Son of God, who is sav- 
ing many sheep that belong to his fold in Belgium. 
PHILADELPHIA, 








Five archeological and six topographical 
evidences that establish the site 








Why We Are Sure This Is Kirjath-Sepher 


By Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. 














To those who, in the coziness of their own living rooms, read of the discoveries of ancient cities, it seems a. 


mystery how an archeologist identifies a certain location. 


So Dr. Kyle takes the time to tell why he is sure that . _ 


the remains being uncovered at Tell Mirsim represent the ancient ‘‘ Booktown’’ of Joshua’s day. eS 
Have you been sharing this unusual series with your friends? If you have not already done so, the. Ten 
Weeks Get Acquainted subscriptions, at 25 cents each, offer you the opportunity of doing this before the series 
closes. Subscriptions are to be sent to The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, . 
mentioning the Kyle series. 


as-dust kind, I must record a few of the hap- 
penings of camp life at Kirjath-sepher. For 
that this is really Kirjath-sepher I will presently show 
by_most conclusive evidence. 2 
The novel events of every day are most interesting, 
sometimes startling, sometimes-ludicrous. We live in 
‘Bible lands, in old Canaanite lands, indeed, and the 
objects and customs and events round about us are 
constantly in large part patriarchal, so that, as the 
British officer from the Euphrates service said, “Out 
here we live in the Bible.” The man. who doubts 
the trustworthiness of the Bible and is determined to 
keep on doubting had best keep away from Bible lands. 
Arid are we devoid of social life? Is everything 
mystery and work? Well, hardly so. As already re- 
lated, a reception at the muktar’s tent welcomed us to 
the community and to our work. Now this morning, 
the beginning of the feast of Ramadan which suc- 
ceeds the month-long fast of Ramadan, there comes 
a smiling deputation of four men, two elderly and two 
young men, bearing a great platter of feast bread, 
Arabic bread soaked in olive oil and sprinkled with 
Sugar, to have us share their rejoicing. Of course, we 
_ served them coffee (during the fast one may not of- 
fer them coffee), and chatted with them a while. This 


I EST some may think life here is all of the dry- 


evening we must call at the muktar’s tent to pay our 
respects and dowbtless drink a coffee or twa Next 
an invitation to take lunch today in the neighboring 
village closest to the tell. 
we may receive during the next five weeks or so we 
may easily estimate from our experience up to the 
present time. As yet we have not needed évening dress 
or even a tuxedo, but there aré other: amenities of 
social life here that are quite as necéssary in the eyes 
of these simple, kindly people. .Then,. when the ‘work 
is finished or near the close of it, we will give! them 


a feast, three or four good fat kids or lambs with: 
about a bushel of cooked rice, confections, arid’ coffee, ' 


coffee, coffee, — bitter Arabic coffee and sweet’ ‘Turk- 
ish coffee. Abundance of bread also, but we bet ae 
ably have to give them European bread or Jewish bread, 
Oh, no, we do not lacks for social doings; the: work ‘of 


the archeologist among the Arabs is not drab in’ hue, 


All this does not represent .a waste of. time or a too 
great imposition on the digestive organs. To get’ the 
good will of these people, or indeed of. any people, 
we must treat them as fellows. We may not hold 
ourselves aloof from people whose service we desire. 
Men work willingly and happily for fellow men, but 
not for masters. Then we are strangers here, so- 
journers in the land. To succeed well we must allow 


How many more courtesies ° 
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them to be our hosts and we must be willing to be 
guests in a real serise, and in turn show all the cour- 
tesies due from guests. This contributes far more to 
our security than the soldier assigned to us by the 
government, though he is very’ fadthful, “or the old 
“watchman and his’ watchful dog, who really do watch, 
‘The‘openirig reception. at the muktar’s tent’ was Arabic 
‘ ftiendship, which means: assurance of safety on their 


<part-toward us as‘long as we respond itt liké fraternal 


' spirit. «Indeed ‘the'‘serving of coffee, “eating “of ‘salt,” 
as theold saying’has ‘it, is, among the Arabs, in-a‘sense 
‘@ Kind: of sacrament, whereby fealty to each’ other! is 
“pledged: What ‘a tiew window this Oriental ‘idea 
“opens for us into-the meaning of the sacrament. of 
the Lord’s:Supper. _Why did our Lord ask us’ to re+ 
member: -him: by. eating and: drinking?. And why did 
the Passover, also, which preceded the- institution of 
the ,Supper,..consist: in eating and drinking? .It was 
the: well-known, pledge of fealty between friend and 
friend, between earth and Heaven, between the com- 
municant and his Lord. If we ‘do not go out from 
the ceiebration of the sacrament of the Supper to a 
better fealty to our Lord, we have eaten and drunk 
uanworthily, “not discerning the Lerd’s body.” Every 
such. memorial feast is another stage on the celestial 
way to our Father’s house. 

This is a land of religious customs; we cannot help 
but admire the spirit of loyalty, though ‘we do not be- 
lieve in the customs nor the religion they embody, 
Our visitors of this morning remarked to us that “the 
followers of each religion. should do what it com- 
mands.” Qur old watchman who watches so carefully 
over us at night, and who is seldom ‘or never caught 
napping, gives the muezzin call to prayer, not from a 
mosque in this case, but from some point about the 
camp. And he himself observes the hours of yer 
and I think some of the ,cerethonial washings. fear 
these are about the only kind of washings he does 
observe! But a man who is loyal to God as he serves 
him is likely to be loyal also to men whom he: serves. 

Nature also vies with the — in making our stay 
here pleasant. The broad, fertile valleys here in the 
foothiis which have been of such a livid green are 
now whitening toward the barley harvest. Soon the 
bright sickles will be gleaming and flashing in the 
sunlight. Pay day is also an interesting time. Some- 
times it represents turbulence, but so far we have 
had only’ peace and pleasantness.: It is, really most 
assuring to see Dr, Albright sit down among forty or 
fifty Arabs with a great pile of silver before him, 
and while Mohammed, the foreman, calls the roll and 
computes the time-sheet, pays off to the satisfaction 
of each the wages due, and afl go trooping away -as 
happy as children. x? 

But there are others around about us who might not 
be so well disposed toward us, and so we donot keep 
much: money in camp, but send to Jerusaleni each. week 
for money to meet! the pay roll. Last week it was my 
turn to go. I took the soldier for a guide and walked 
to Dhaheriyeh, five miles across the mountains. There 
we telephoned from the police station for an automo- 
bile to take me to Jerusalem. The next morning I 
started back early, but got the car out of condition 
and after stopping about twenty times to fix the en- 
gine, abandoned it and ‘secured a guide, an old friend 
of our Sodom and Gomorrah expedition, who gave me 
a nice hmch and hired a donkey and away we came 
for camp. That cavalcade was a sight. The “donkey 
was a little mouse colored, unkempt beast with one 

‘bobbed ear. There were no proper stirrups, and what 
there were were not within hailing distance of my 
feet. When I stepped over that little fellow and sat 
down my feet dragged on the ground. I was tried 
sorely all the way between the weariness of holding my 
feet up and the pain of the prickling of the thistles so 
abundant along the way. At last we arrived amid 
much hilarity, the guide and the donkey boy laughed 
along the_ way, everybody laughed at camp when I 
arrived, and even the donkey he-hawed in his best style. 

The next day, Sabbath, was a blessed day of rest. 

How gladly we hail the beneficence of that rest, for 
we work very hard. Sabbath we rest and read and 
meditate and at eventide hold a devotional period, as 
indeed we do every evening, but it is more extended 
on the ‘Sabbath. A great flock of cranes fed around 
us and to our astonishment one of those great cranes 
of the air, an airplane from Beer-sheba or perhaps 
from Egypt, went whirring over. What did the real 
cranes. think? 
_ -Now I have promised: to show conclusively that this 
is Kirjath-sepher.. :If°I must of necessity .“talk. shop” 
a little, I. will try to do. it in such fashion. that all may 
understand... We. will look first at the archeological 
evidence! .2:¢. ot : eng ty 


“Ef The Israelites athe! into the land ivi* the “Barly 


* IrofAge in’ Palestine. This city was thericeforth talled 


Debir; “but “before time was called Kirjath-sepher. 
"The ruins ‘of Kirjath-sepher must . therefore’ show a 
very ‘respectable Canaanité life history reaching back 
sometinte before the Late Bronze Age and the bégin- 
ning’ of the Early Iron Age into which it quickly 
merges. At least Middle Bronze Age remains may 
then’ -be expected. In fact these requirements are 
abundantly: met here and much more than met. For 
the pottery of the Early Bronze Age is found in con- 
siderable quantity and the history of this old city goes 
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‘back certainly to 2000 B. C., about the time of ‘the 
Twelfth Dynasty in Egypt. 

2. If this ruin is Kirjath-sepher,’it must have «been 
destroyed about the beginning of the Early Iron Age, 
that is to say at the time of the Conquest, for it was 
taken at, that time by Othniel, the son of the brother 
of Caleb. That it was so destroyed is manifest in 
the gruesome layer of ashes and burned material some 
four to six inches thick which ends the Canaanite city 
aud at which the Israelite city begins.. Above this 
point every bit of pottery is Israelite. The great east 
gate was built by the Israelites after its destruction 
at the Conquest, certainly not later than the time of 
David, most probably soon after the Conquest. 

3. The city of Kirjath-sepher, called Debir by the 
Israelites, must have been occupied during practically 
the whole of the life of the Israelite nation down to 
the Exile. The pottery shows this place to have been 


‘so. occupied from the beginning to the end of this 


period. 

4. ets must have been destroyed toward 
the end of the Early Iron Age as one of the fenced cities 
of Judah then destroyed. ‘This place has not been 
seriously occupied since about 600 B. C. Another great 
burned stratum marks the end of this period which 
exactly coincides with the devastation wrought by 
ay amas ot in his ruthless destruction about 600 


5. The place should show no civilization of post- - 


exilic times, and this the conclusion of all the other 
archeological evidence, is itself exactly in accord with 
all we have found. 

The topographical evidences are as follows: 

1. Kirjath-sepher must have been located in the 
eastern district of the. Shephelah in which one other 
great tell may be found; Lachish with Kirjath-sepher. 


- These are the two important places mentioned here in 


the wars of the Conquest. 


2. Kirjath-sepher must have been either well to the 
left, or well to the right, of a line of march from 
Lachish to Hebron, For the Israelite army returned 
from the taking of Lachish to Hebron before going 
to Kirjath-sepher. Now Lachish is placed by Eusebius, 
six miles from Beit Jibrin. There are two tells well 
to the south of that line of march, Tell Beit Mirsim, 
where we are digging, and Tell Khuilifeh. There is 
no tell to the north of that line of march in this dis- 
trict. 


3. Kirjath-sepher was ldcated on the edge of the 
Negeb, a “south country’ to which they went down 
from Hebron. Both Tell Beit Mirsim and Tell Khuil- 
ifeh fulfill these conditions, but Kirjath-sepher was 
in Judah to which tribal territory Kirjath-sepher was 
given, while Tell Khuilifeh was almost certainly in 
Simeon, and besides it is a mound of less importance, 
largely of brick construction, and does not fill the re- 
quirements for Kirjath-sepher. 

4. Kirjath-sepher, like Hebron and Anab, was a town 
of the Anakim, and here at Tell Mirsim is certainly 
cyclopean, or titanic stone work. 

5. A great,;Canaanite road leads to this city and ends 
at the east gate. 

6. Last of all, the two “springs,” the upper and the 
nether springs, which Caleb gave his daughter are 
here at this place, Tell Beit Mirsim. They are very 
old, their age only to be ‘counted by millenniums as the 
rope-marks on six well curbs which have succeeded 
each other show. In this land of scanty water supply 
to find two such at one city is unusual, it could with 
difficulty be duplicated. That this is then Kirjath- 
sepher seems a settled question, 

Kir] ATH-SEPHER. 


Genesis and Yourself 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


And thou saidst unto thy servants, Except 
—your youngest brother come down with you, ye 

shall see my face no more... . Now therefore, let 

thy servani, I pray thee, abide instead of the lad 

a bondman to my lord; ... Then Joseph: could not 

refrain himself ..., he . . . made himself 
known unto his brethren (Gen, 44:23 to 45:1). 


S° IT is always: real sacrifice, unto complete sur- 
render of self, brings the revealing of God in his 
fullness to us. As we had already seen, it was only 
on condition of Jacob’s releasing and the brethren’s 
bringing the best they had, Benjamin, that they could 
even see Joseph’s face again. But when Judah went 
farther than this, and offered himself to be Joseph’s 
slave forever, then it was that Joseph could keep back 
nothing, but found himself compelled to reveal every- 
thing to those for whom his heart yearned. It is God’s 
own way with us. God in Jesus Christ does not, and 
apparently cannot, make himself fully known, in his 
personality and love, until we have surrendered to 
him, unconditionally and forever, not only all we have 
but all we are. Then God can refrain no longer, but 
lavishes upon us, in Christ, such a revealing of him- 
self that it cannot be told in words. God had to sac- 
rifice himself, in Christ, in order thus to reveal 
himself to us; but his sacrifice alone will not 
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suffice: not until we in turn have sacrificed ourself 
to him is the revelation possible and complete. But 
what a revelation it is!. What glory does God give 
us. in the life that is Christ as our life! How it 
changes everything for us thereafter, as for Joseph’s 
“brothers, from famine to royal abundance! How lit- 
tle is-our sacrifice when measured by the return: Christ 
Jesus our Life! 


{These very personal applications of the truth in God’s 
Book: -of Beginnings are taken from “Messages for the 
Morning. Watch,” by the Editor of The Sunday School 
Times. The previous edition of this book has been entirely 
sold out, and a new edition is now ready under the title, 
“Genesis and Yourself.’”” The selections bear directly on the 
current International Uniform Lessons, and they will be con- 
tinued throughout the Second Quarter’s lessons in Genesis. 
The revised edition, containing these selections and many 
other. devotional studies in Genesis, may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, Philadelphia, at $1.25; post- 
age, 10 cents.) . 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
mames or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


My dear Mother Ruth: You have been so kind and help- 
ful to others through this paper, so now I am praying that 
you can help me to decide a vitally important matter. I 
have accepted a character part in a play given by the 
women of our’church. It is a good play, about a minister 
and his thoughtless congregation, and will be given in the 
town club house, not in the church, and the entire pro- 
ceeds will go toward the church building fund. Now, as I 
am a leader and a teacher of the Bible to a group of chil- 
dren, do you think this action on my part will interfere in 
any way with my testimony? I have been trying to live 
in close fellowship with Jesus, that he may use me, and I 
have been bothered with the thought that this play might 
not please him. May the Lord bless’ your good work 
through The Sunday School Times—YOURS IN THE 
MASTER’S WORK. 
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Y DEAR FRIEND: So many answers rush to 

my mind as I read your letter that I must be 
careful that I do not answer you from my own view- 
point, instead of taking you to the -revealer of truth 
and the guide of our lives. May I ask you a few 
questions, that they may bring to your thought the 
leadership of the mind of our Christ? Why do you 
hesitate and fear that this entering into this play may 
harm your testimony as a Bible Christian? Who has 
put that thinking into your mind? Why has it 
“bothered” you? When we follow in his footsteps we 
are not. bothered, but are joyous and peaceful, and 
the question mark is not present with us» We are at 
rest in doing his will, aren’t we? 

I do not stand in criticism or condemnation of those 
who follow those forms of entertainment or plans of 
raising money, but when through the Holy Spirit we 
are led away from them, I feel we should not hesitate 
to relinquish our part in. them and put our minds and 
influence where Christ leads us, that we may the bet- 
ter do his will. 

Did you ever accept the Bible as to the amount of 
wealth that is the Lord’s? “The cattle on a thousand 
hills” are his, and the gold of the mines; indeed, the 
world is his and “he made it,” and, into your church 
work and life, he can bring “all you need,” by follow- 
ing his leadership, We so often feel we are helping 
the Lord, when all is his, and the thing that he wants 
us to put our best endeavors on is the salvation of 
souls. What a rare privilege is yours, when you are 
called to give forth his Word of life to others! Do 
not run the chance of lessening your influence for 
him, if you feel his Spirit. questioning whether you 
should remain with those who do not see any harm 
in it. You do not answer for them, but you do answer 
for yourself. When the Spirit speaks, respond quickly 
before you lose the consciousness of his presence. 

One thing you may be sure of, your enemy never 
made the suggestion that it was not perfectly in ac- 
cordance with your testimony. Hasten to draw very 
near to the Lord, and let him know that because there 
is a doubt in your mind, you will not go on with the 
play, for you love him too well to displease him, or 
to run risk of doing anything that he would not 
want you to do. -You will find a rich experience from 
your decision, and you will know he will understand, and 
that through your action no harm can come to his work. 
In drawing out from these things you will get a re- 
ward that cannot be defined, and you will-have a differ- 
ent influence in teaching his Word, by- following these 
special tender promptings from the Holy Spirit. Read 
2 Corinthians 6:17. 








Systematic ways of working in helping 
your pupils to memorize 








Your Primary Department Memory Work 


By Jennie E. Stewart 














FIND in visiting departments that there are a sur- 

prisingly large number of superintendents who do 
not understand what the standard memory work re- 
quirements are and who have no definite plan for 
teaching the memory work. _ 

I myself feel that I cannot do satisfactory work 
without a three-year plan book. I use the loose-leaf 
variety of book, so that I can revise a Quarter’s work 
without upsetting my whole program; it also enables 
me to insert newer, and as I think, better features 
here and there without confusion to my original plan, 

My course is laid out to cover three years. ‘A pupil 
entering at any time gets the full three years before 
he leaves if he is three years in the department. If 
he enters from some other school, of course, we can- 
not always cover the full three years with him, unless 
he already has learned’ some of the work and his pare 
ents are interested enough to see that he makes up 
what he may have lost. 

The plan we are now using was begun in 1919, was 
run through in three years, and is now in its third year 
again. Some changes have been made in the original 
plan, We take the memory work by Quarters and 
finish up one Quarter before we go on to the next. 
Third-year pupils must have the work perfectly before 
they leave it, so must second-year pupils, unless it 
is to be repeated before-they leave the départment. 
First-year. pufils may get off with just the first half 
perfectly learned because they are suré to have the 
longer passages again. If the work is short they get 
it perfectly as they go. : i 

One year we take the story of the Nativity fof 
Christmas, and the next year the Wise Men’s visit, 
then the third year we repeat the Nativity. We use 
the Thanksgiving verses every year and the Easter 
story every year. Some of the memory work, such 
as the Shepherd’s Psalm, the Lord’s Prayer, our hymns, 
and the like, are used as part of our worship period 
after once being fearned. This insures a thorough 
review. Only the first-year pupils coming in must 
memorize these each year, so we give them time be- 
fore their lesson each. Sunday for special drill on 
these memory requirements. They do not need quite 


so long a time for their lesson as the older pupils, 
and we keep their classes a little smaller. 

We have the teachers test their pupils on the hymn 
words and these much used passages each Quarter as 
we come to them. If there are any who have come 
in who do not have them, we try to have them complete 
the memory work at home. Diamonds are given for 
every passage repeated correctly. Some of the older 
pupils have strings of diamonds in their class corners 
a yard or more in length. A pupil feels ashamed of a 
short string. When we have the teachers test for 
memory work we take the time from the general ex- 
ercises, sending the pupils to class early, so as not to 
cut the lesson period short excepting in the first year. 

We usually have the teachers direct the memory 
work, for the first two weeks at least, in class, as 
they can give more individual attention to the teach- 
ing, and we get the passages in half the time it takes 
to teach them departmentally. The teachers can co- 
operate with parents better when taking the small 
group, and can see that it is studied at home, and 
award the diamonds with less waste of time. When 
passages are learned well enough for us to begin re- 
peating the whole in concert, we begin to do so de- 
partmentally, usually giving the class or the pupils who 
are reported as perfect the chance to come up front and 
lead the recitation. Not until it is perfectly learned 
by all the older ones do we begin to use it as part of 
our worship period. Some years, of course, we find 
(especially after a passage has been used once), that we 
complete the Quarter’s work more quickly than in 
other years. This gives us a chance to put in extra 
work or vary our program a little. 


Boutper, Coro. 
ae 


“Bible Alphabets and Memory Work,” by Alan S. 
Pearce, is a valuable collection of drills in Scripture. 
memorizing for the home or Sunday-school. It may’ 
be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 
Philadelphia, at 25 cents each, $2.50 a dozen, or $19 a 


hundred, plus 10 percent for postage. 
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. thousand settlers in the new Palestine 








An Important Stage in Palestinian Immigration | 


What Jewish leaders see in the arrival of the first hundred 


By Thomas M. Chalmers, fesge:.25¢ Musgoerz Director of,tne |] 











Jewish settlers in the new Palestine was an- 

nounced in a message received by Dr. Stephen S. 
Wise, Chairman of the United Palestine Appeal, from 
Dr. Chaim_,Weizmann, President of the World Zionist 
Organization, who is visiting Palestine 

Dr. Weizmann’s cabled message reviews the situation 
in Palestine since his last visit a year ago and states, 
according to the New Palestine: 

“Hearty greetings and congratulations on excellent 
progress United Palestine Appeal. Immigration fig- 
ures just compiled show one hundred thousand new 
Jewish settlers entered Palestine from 1919 to 1925, 
a fact of prime historic importance. Hundred thou- 
sand released from Ghetto bondage to free national 
life. Settlers absorbed in growing industries and agri- 
culture. Common Hebrew language established de- 
spite many tongues of origin. School system and 
University growing. Second hundred thousand on 
way. orld’s interest [in] our progress continues 
unabated. Relations between Arabs satisfactory. Co- 
operation increasing with growth Jewish constructive 
enterprises, 

“Owing to economic collapse of European Jewry, 
continued increased remittances from. America are 
imperative in order to absorb the unemployed into pro- 
ductive labor by creating new settlements and maintain 
immigration. - Palestine looks to your continued, maxi- 


Tie arrival of the first hundred thousand of 


The Great Significance of the First 
Hundred Thousand. * 


R. WISE.in his comments.on the Weizmann mes- 
sage, declared: 

“The announcement by. tha World: Zionist leader that 
the modern Jewish exodus from the: ghettoes of: East- 
ern Europe back to the. Promised Land has .already 
brought the first hundred thousand of them into. Pales- 
tine, is a fact that stirs the imagination not only of 
the Jew, to whom it spells the beginning of Jewish 
redemption, but to all who are endowed with an his- 
toric insight and with the capacity to apprehend, that 
an important stage has been passed in a movement that 
is bound to have a profotind effect on the destiny of 
mankind. Comparison between the modern return to 
Palestine and the ancient exodus from Egypt, which 
resulted in the creation of Israel and the Bible, has 
been frequently made, so frequently, in fact, that the 
imagination is no longer impressed by it. When, how- 
ever, we learn that the modern movement is express- 
ing itself in terms of hundreds of thousands returning 
to Palestine, it is borne in upon us that we are: stand- 


in 1922 to 3.9 at the time of last report. In Jerusalem, 
there were only two deaths from malaria last year 
against 113 in the last nine months of the preceding 
year. . 

Pilgrims in Palestine must undergo — for 
malaria infection before entering the Holy . Be- 
cause of the hordes of Moslems, Christians, and Jews 
pouring in and out of Palestine annually, a quarantine 
control of pilgrims both on the Hedjaz and Sinai rail- 
ways has been ordered. 

The quarantine control of pilgrims is being supple- 
mented by other methods of prevention, according to 
the report. The swamps between Haifa and Jaffa have 
been drained, with the result that not only has malaria 
infection decreased but the coastal plains have been 
converted into land suitable for cultivation A _ mos- 
quito war, which has been waged for the past six years, 
has resulted in the complete absence of f1esh infection 
in all the towns, excepting Haifa, and in most of the 
villages. Children in the public schools are being kept 
under constant surveillance, thus cutting off one of the 
chief avenues of the spread of diseases. oi all kinds. 

Trachoma, among Jewish school children, is re- 
— reduced from 35.4 percent in 1920 to 10.5 percent 
ast year. Next to malaria, trachoma has been the 
abiert of the most persistent crusading of health offi- 
ci Ss. 


Agricultural Possibilities of Palestine 


] oeke are few lands whose agricultural and com- 
mercial sibilities are so little known as those of 
Palestine. he land has been visited by tourists and 
explorers from all the: world, yet its potential. wealth 
has remained unknown. An article by Professor 
Maurice H. Farbridge in the Jewish Tribune of May 
7, on “Palestine—a, Future Commercial Center,” deals 


somewhat strikingly with this subject.- Professor Far- - 


bridge is a Fellow of the American. Archeological So- 
ciety, and was formerly in the British Foreign Office 
and the University of Manchester, England. He is 
the author of “The Industrial Development of Pales- 
tine.” He says: 

“Since the British occupation, an era of prosperity 
has set in, and with the assistance of its newer immi- 
grants, the resources of the country are gradually be- 
ing developed. Nevertheless, not even a fraction of 


the country’s untold wealth and future industrial pos- - 


sibilities seem to be known to the outside world. 
“From-an agricultural point of view, the land is. full 

of the greatest possibilities. 

two. seasons, ‘a dry, warm season and a humid and 


-Mmere,temperate one. Its winter climate is in some re- 


ing face to face with developments of first historic -2 n € mperatur 
dn summer is .about as high as that of California, it 


rank. 

“Tt is not amiss to point out that the completion. of 
the first stage, the settlement of the first hundred 
thousand, is the work largely of American Jewry>:tle- 
spite the fact that among those hundred thousand ‘there 
is but a small percentage of ‘American jews. It-is 
the Jews of America who have provided the means 


summated, means that in Palestine became 


3 0 pares 


into towns and colonies, roads and industries, schools 2 
for the instruction of the young as well as a University i 


for the rehabilitation of the Jewish spirit. 


“The best guarantee that we are only~at the be-.: 


ginning of the modern restoration of the Jewish peo- 


ple, and that the second hundred thousand will,flow 


at an even faster rate than the first, is the fact that 


the generosity of American Jewry for Palestine >is ° 
constantly growing. The response to the United Pales- -: 
tine Appeal this year has been greater and prompter ! 
than ever before. This response which came not: from ! 


the rich but from the large numbers of the compar- .: 


atively poor, proceeds from a-deep-seated historic-con- » 


sciousness of what the new phase in the history. of :: 


Palestine means to the Jewish pom. Our first appeal . 
Wi 


to the Jews of America in 1918 was for $100,000; Our 


appeal this year is for $5,000,000, and we are approach- : 


ing the goal.” 
ee 


A Palestine Health Victory 


spects even more favorable, for, whilst the temperature 


usually maintains a fairly steady temperature during 


‘the winter months, also, and very rarely indeed does the 


temperature fall to the freezing point. During the 
yainy'season) which extends from October to May, 
the rainfall, varies.according to locality. In the north 


edit is atsually, about: forty inches, around Gaza it is about 
without which the movement could not have been con- atsig Ismiatio 3 


, 








~ ‘Twe: theuserid immigrants arrived in Palestine during the 
month of March). + 

The -tourists, who, visited Palestine during February of 
this year -nunibered -5/669. 

The.Jewish National Fund is making an effort to- plant 
100,000 trees in Palestine this spring as a gift from Ameri- 
sean Jewrye? sorood coy: 

The granting ‘of.a-loan of $3,000,000 for house. building 
purposes-’inr-; Palestine... was. announced -in Jerusalem. by 
Syndicate Levant, a. Paris. company. : 

A total of $4,401,02@in contributions’ has been reached by 
the (United » Jewish - Relief Campaign. in New. York City. 
The, quota: ‘for .New.. York is $6,000,000, leaving a sum of 
$1,598,980.,still to be. raised. ‘ 

Prepdratiéns: are béing made for the e@tavlishment of a 
new.Jefusalem. suburb, to be known as Sanhedria.. The site 


~ chosen is that ofthe famous caves of the Sanhedrin, be- 
tween the Mount of Olives Road and the Bokharan. quarter. 


The suburb. is intended for middle-class residents, 


ALESTINE is awarded health honors of the year: 


in the latest epidemiological report of the Health 
Committee of the League of Nations received by the 
es a of Nations. Non-Partisan Association in New 

Ork, 

The honor comes as the result of notable reductions 
in disease, particularly. malaria: fever. 
three leading dispensaries of the country, where more 
than a quarter of a million patients are treated an- 
nually, the percentage of malaria decreased from 7.2 


In the thirty- - 


The ‘number of motor cars. imported into Palestine during 
1924- was 305, according to a statement made on March a, 
in the House of Commons, by Arthur Sariuel, Secretary of 
Overseas trade. During the first ten months of 1925, 656 
carswere imported. The majority of these were imported 
from the United States, ‘the Secretary declared, 

The synagogue at Capernaum (K’far Nahum in Hebrew), 
recorded in, the: New Testament as one of the first places 
where Jesus of Nazareth spoke to the people, will be re- 
constructed in accordance with an agreement concluded in 
Jerusalem by representatives of the Franciscan Order and 
Herr Bauerle, a German contracter, states a Jewish Tele- 
graphic Agency report, 


Like California it has | 


sixteen inches annually, and as we get nearer to the 
Egyptian frontier, we have less than six inches of 
rain,” : 

x 4 


Possibilities of Irrigation 


PROFESSOR FARBRIDGE shows quite clearly 
the possibility of irrigation in parts of the land 
that are not supplied with water: 

“All along the Palestinian coastal plains, in the 
Shefela and in the Sharon districts, water is found 
within economic reach and with proper borings it 
rises in the pipes to semi-artesian wells of constant 
and abundant yields. There is no doubt that, if the 
necessary capital were obtained, the whole Palestinian 
coastal plain could be irrigated and turned into a most 
highly cultivated region. There are. also quite a num- 
ber of misdirected torrents and unused springs, which 
have created marshes in various parts of the country, 
forming the breeding ground for a special type of 
mosquito, which is the cause of malaria throughout 
the country. All this water, if utilized more rationally, 
would rid the country of this terrible scourge and add 
very considerably to its agricultural possibilities. Sim- 
ilarly there. are all sorts of warm sulphur springs in 
the Varta valley, which run into a marsh and are oc- 
casionally used for medical . purposes. 

“During the war, the British expeditionary force 
established a chain of artesian wells throughout the 
country in parts where. the old-fashioned methods of 
the Turks had failed to discover water. One may 
note here that in the coastal plain, one need only dig 
to a depth of ten to cighteen feet: in order to find 
aquiferous strata, which would furnish water for irri- 
gation in quantities sufficient to convert the whole of 


~Philistia: and Sharon. into one great irrigated garden. 


The numerous springs and rivulets in Galileé and 
Gilead could. be used with: progt for various agricul- 
tural. purposes. Even the. dew during the summer 
nights is of sufficient abundance to furnish the vegeta- 
tion. with en moisture to ripen the summer crops 
and supply the needs of non-watered trees, such as 
olives, figs, almonds. : _ z 

“The favorable climate of Palestine and its suffi- 
cient water supply are furth@r evidenced by its rich 
and varied plant life. For although in area it is only 
one-twentieth of the size of California, they are equiv- 
alent in variety of flora, both places possessing about 
three thousand species.” 


% 
Marranos Returning to Judaism 


RY few Christians in this: country know anything 

about the Marranos. These are secret Jews, who 
outwardly accepted the Roman Catholic faith in the 
days of the Inquisition in Spain and Portugal, but who 
have maintained their Judaism in .a secret fashion 
through many ‘generations. The number of these peo- 
ple is. estimated by different Jewish students from 
fewer than five thousand up to ten thousand. families, 
Most of the Sephardim of Holland and England are de- 
scended from the Marranos of Spain and Portugal. The 
name given by the members of the Inquisition to these 
Jews “who would accept Christ in public, but secretly 
would defile-him,” was “marranos,” pigs, says Adolphe 
de Castro; a descendant of Spanish Jews, who recently 
revisited the land from which his ancestors of the fif- 
teenth century were expelled, in an informing article 
in the American Hebrew of May 7. We of today can 
form little real_idea of the terrible suffering to which 
the persecuted Jews were subjected by the Inquisitors. 
No wonder that.many Jews made outward profession 
of Romanism in order to escape the awful sufferings 
— on Jews. who were. determined to retain their 

ait : 

It is interesting and surprising to learn that the Mar- 
rano communities in Spain and Portugal have appealed 
to the Jews of England to assist them to return to 
Judaism. Although the Inquisition ceased its vile 
work a long time. ago, yet these secret Jews have not 


. been free frome persecution. This has been especially 


the secret. Jews in the Balearic Islands, 
where the Marranos are called Chuetas> another word 
of the same degrading quality as Marranos. It was 
not many years ago that the Catholic mob invaded the 
Calle de Chuetas (Street of the Pigs), and robbed the 
Jews of all they had and killed many persons. This 
happened more than four hundred years after they 
had. professed Catholicism. It is these ple, who 
yet secretly cling to Judaism, who are desirous of re- 
turning and becoming openly Jews again. It will be 
interesting to watch the emergence of these New Chris- 


tians, as they are called, from Romanism into Judaism. 
New York Crry, “i 
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Genesis 44:18 to 45 315 
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JUNE 20. JUDAH’S PLEA 
International Uniform Lesson.—Genesis 44: 18 to 45: 15 
4 ; Golden Text.—A broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.— Psa. 51 : 17 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By W. Graham Scroggie 


Foreword 
If-hasty hand or bitter tongue _ 
Has ever done you causeless wrong 
By evil deed or word, 
Have no bad thought your heart withit, 


For malice is a deadly sin sae 
And hateful to the Lord. C, F. Alexandes, 


A Domestic Drama 


E SHALL continue here the plan we have 
pursued throughout, that is, to take a compre- 
W hensive view of the subject in which our more 
immediate lesson falls. In this way we shall obtain 
at the close of this Quarter a more complete idea 
of the contents and values of Genesis than otherwise 
would be possible. The two lessons, “Joseph’s Fidel- 
ity” and “Judah’s Plea,” give no adequate idea of the 
historical and spiritual significance of the last thirteen 
chapters ofthis wonderful Book, Let us, therefore, 
‘take a comprehensive view. ‘ 
It is worthy of note that this story is the Tenth 
of the Generations, and that it is not Joseph's but 
Jacob’s (37:2). ‘The story, therefore, is under the 
. egis.of the last of the covenant patriarchs, and is 
regarded as-part of .his history. ne i 
fomsh, in 8. 37.to 50, may be viewed in three 
lights, or from. three standpoints, namely: 


The Princely Son (37+ 1-1r): 
The Patient Sufferer (37: 12-36; 393 40). 
The People’s Saviour (41 to 48; 50). 


I, Tue Puncety Son (37: 1-11); 


Joseph-was born in Jacob's ‘ninety-first year, and at 

the time: his ‘story opens, he was seventeen years of 

age (37:2), and Jacob was ore hundred and eight. 
e 


boy ‘was the firstborn of Rachel, Jacob’s dearly- . 


loved wife, but the eleventh son of Jacob to be born 
(chaps; 29 atid 30). From this it will be evident that 
he was the youngest of the family, Benjamin excepted, 
and this fact. accounts for what we read in these verses 
(1-11), both as regards :his father’s love for him, and 
his brothers’ -hatred.;' Jacob’s: special love for Joseph 
is easily. understood when we remember that four of 
the other Sons wére by women who were not Jacob’s 
wives, and'six more were by Leah, who was not the 
wife of--his choice (29:25); and further, that of 
Rachel’s two' sons, Joseph was the first. Yet, no doubt 
Jacob was unwise in the manifestation of his prefer- 
ence. One would think that. the recollection of his 
own experience might have prevented him from fall- 
ing into such a mistake. He might have asked himself 

~ how he had» liked the favoritism of his father Isaac 
for Esau, or what good had come out of Rebekah’s 
ty amy for himself above Esau. But we are slow 
to learn. 

Two: things that Jacob did moved the brethren to 
assume:a hostile attitude toward Joseph; he set him 
over the sons of Bilhah and: Zilpah (vy. 2), and he 
gave ‘him a tunic with sleeves, bestowing a mark of 
distinction which implied exemption from labor, as 
the. privilege of the heir, or prince of a clan €v. 3) ; 
therefore his brethren “hated him, and could not speak 
peaceably :unto: him’ (v. 4). ‘ 

But Joseph’s attitude as well as Jacob’s action fanned 
the flame of envy and hatred in the hearts of his breth- 

‘ren. We read that he “brought unto his father their 
evil report” (v. 2). These half-brothers of his, Dan, 

. Naphtali, Gad, and Asher, were crooked in their talk 
and ways, and. Joseph’s. responsiveness to what was 
right and recoil from what. was wrong compelled him 
to tell his. father about them... He was not a talebearer 
or.a sneak, a whisperer or detractor, but a youth with 
the courage of his convictions, endeavoring to stem 
the tide of sin; but, of course, his brothers resented it, 
and hated him for it. 
Il, THe Patient SUFFERER (37: 12-36; 39; 40). 

Chapter 37: 12-36 is the link between the two main 
parts of Joseph’s story, his life at home, and his life 
abroad; between the family scene in Canaan, and what 
was eventually to become the national life in Egypt. 

‘There are here three scenes, covering a period of 
about twelve years. The first is in a field at Dothan, 
the second in Potiphar’s house in Egypt, and the third 
in the king’s prison in Egypt. Each of these scenes is 
so graphically presented that, after*3,600 years, we are 

“made to feel in ‘our souls all Joseph’s emotions. In 

“each of these scenes, on the background of basest 
cruelty. (chap. 37), blackest treachery (chap. 39), and 
gross ingratitude (40:23), Joseph is seen clothed. in 
the garments of faith, honor, and loyalty. The secret 
of this young man’s life is found in the repeated phrase, 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 5: rite 
Pumary Topic: Judah’s Love for His Brother and His Fathers. 
Lesson Material: Genesis 44 : 14 to 45: 1. 
Memory Verse: Love neyer faileth.—x Cor, 13: 8. 
Topic: Judah’s Unselfish Offer. 
Lesson Material: Genesis 44: 14 to 453 x. 
Memory Verse: Greater love hath no man than this, that a 
man lay-down his life for his friends.—John 15 : 23. 
Senior Topic: S True to Our Home 


Topic for Young People and Adults: Loving Devotion to Our 











(he portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
44 218-34 

18 Then Judah came near unto him, and said, Oh, my lord, 
let thy servant, I pray thee, speak a word in my lord’s 
ears, and let not thine anger burn against thy servant; for 
thou art even as Pharaoh. 19 My lord asked his servants, 
saying, Have ye a father, or a brother? 20 And we said 
unto my lord, We havea father, an old man, and a child of 
his old age, a little one; and his brother is dead, and he 
alone is left of his mother; and his father loveth him. 21 
And thou saidst unto thy servants, Bring him down unto 
me, that I may set mine eyes upon him. 22 And we said 
cannot leave his father: for if he 
his father, his father would die. 23 And thou 

saidst unto thy servants, Except your youngest brother 


: 
2 
F 
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my 
go up with his brethren. 34 For how shall 1 go up te my 
father, if the lad be not with me? lest I see the evil that 
shall come on my father. 


2Heb., evil. -2Or, his soul is knit with the lad’s soul 
(za Sam. 18:1). 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sous 








“The Lord was with Joseph” (39:2, 21, 23), and for 
the reason that Joseph was for the Lord. 

In the pit and in the prison Joseph trusted God, and 
trusted not in vain. A pessimist has been described 
as one who sees a difficulty in an opportunity, and an 
optimist, as one who sees an Opportunity in a difficulty. 
Then Joseph was. one of the greatest optimists that 
ever lived. He did not grow morbid, or become em- 
bittered on. account of his brother’s cruelty to him, 
neither did he burn out the love of his heart in vin- 
dictive. and resentful feelings. He looked forward 
and not back; out,-and not in. He accepted his lot, 
first as a slave, and then as a prisoner, with a good 
grace, and with resolute purpose to do his best in every 
situation, because he believed in God. He held that 


his being a slave was no excuse for his being a bad 


one, and that his being in prison was no reason for his 
becoming a criminal; but, on the contrary, that every 
circumstance was an opportunity to demonstrate that 
God was above circumstances, and that faith can tri- 
umph in them, and over them. 

Great nobility can be displayed by patience in suf- 
fering. It may be more heroic to endure than to 
achieve. Passivity may easily be as productive as 
activity; while waiting is often more fruitful than 
working. Joseph was a forerunner of Him who “when 
he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, 
he threatened not; but committed himself to him that 
judgeth righteously.” It is through much tribulation 
that we enter the kingdom, “This is thankworthy, if 
a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffer- 
ing wrongfully. If, when ye do well, and suffer for it, 
ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God.” The 
sufferers for Christ’s sake, in all the ages, have been 
the salt of the earth, for “knowledge by suffering en- 
tereth, and life is perfected by death.” It takes a 
princely son to suffer patiently. Such coin as Joseph 
was is struek in the mint of Heaven. Go back then 
to your. drudgery, to your monotonous task, to your 
distasteful circumstances, to the unfriendly atmosphere, 
with the fixed resolve that everything shall be made 
to serve God’s purpose for you, and that, by whatso- 
ever instrument, you will gladly yield to his fashioning 


- ommendation (vs. 





of your character. Joseph did this, and in consequence, 
a third chapter has been written, 


III. Tue Propie’s Saviour (41 to 48; 50). 


Chapter 41 in this part of the story is full. of color 
and movement. It may be summarized in five words: 
Revelation (vs, 1-13), Interpretation (vs. 14-32), Rec- 

nme: 3-30), Exaltation (vs. 37-45), Re- 
alization (vs. 46-57). Throughout this momentous ex- 
perience Joseph bravely confessed his God. God would 
give Pharaoh an answer; God would show him; and 
God would bring it to pass (vs. 16, 25, 28, 32, 38, 30). 
His promotion was not due to any trick which he 
played with his conscience, or to any compromise of 
his faith, He rose ‘from: the dungeon to dominion by 
way of a sublime trust in the reality of righteousness, 
and belief in the indestructibility of truth.’ There is 
here no cringing obsequiousness, but:a sincerity which 
could not fail to impress, 

Joseph was thirty years of age when he’was exalted 
to power in Egypt. For thirteen: years he had pa- 
tiently waited for the beginning of the fulfillment of 
his dreams, but he had not idly waited. « These were 
years of chastening experience and -spiritual enrich- 
ment-which had prepared him ‘for the great mission, 
for the accomplishment of which Goed.had sent him 
into the world, a mission which, was to,extend over 
eighty years (50: 26). ; . 

It will be well to mark the perspective of this story. 
Eighty years is a long time, and’within it: much must 
have taken place in Egypt; yet, nme.of these ten chap- 
ters are occupied with the story of Joseph’s father and 
brethren, and how the family came to settle in Egypt. 
The purpose of the Bible is not to write history for 
history’s sake, but to show, how in histery, God .has 
revealed himself as the Redeemer of all men. History, 
therefore, is not the picture but the frame; and in this 
instance, Israel is the picture, and Egypt only the frame. 

The power of the story is intensified as Joseph makes 


himself known to his brethren, and ‘leads them .to see 


how God hath wrought, and for what purpose. .It would 
be difficult to find more sublime words than, these of 
Joseph: “God sent me before you to preserve you a pos- 
terity in the earth, and to save your lives by a great de- 
liverance. So now, it was not you that sent me hither, 
but God” (45:7, 8). 

Rising high above all secondary causes, he sees how, 
through all these thirty-nine years, God has been shap- 
ing his destiny, and that, except for his bitter experi- 
ences, he could never have been made the saviour of 
his people. -The meaning of suffering is luminous to 
him, and hé hastens to make it clear to others. He 
sees God’s hand in what he has permitted, as well as 
in what he has appointed. . He believes that God has 
a plan for every man’s life. ‘The agents and agencies 
which God employed for his discipline and promotion 
were many. The’ wickedness. of some: of these 
agents is appalling, and they must be held accountable 
for it, ‘yet even itis “woven: into the plan of that 
amazing providence which transcends the vision of men 
while it shapes to nobler ends their rough‘and rude 
designs. Many people miss the meaning and the bless- 
ing of life because they never see beyond :the malignity 
of second causes.” 

It was because Joseph looked at the purpose of God 
rather than at the actions of men that, after the death 
of Jacob, when his opportunity to take revenge upon 
his brethren came, there was no desire in hig heart to 
do so (50: 15-21). : : 

Joseph died in Egypt at the age of one hundred and 
ten; but his influence ‘has never died. »“His-loyalty to 
the God of. Israelis the outstanding fact inchis story. 
In, the wealth of Egypt’s: commerce, in the magnifi- 
cence of her temples, m the learning of her colleges 
he saw nothing to make him swerve from his allegiance 
to the God whom he: learnéd' to: love as a child. He 
maintained his detachment of spirit. Pure and gentle, 
noble and generous, high-minded and true-hearted, Jo- 
seph died as he had lived, in faith.” - 

_“To think of him is to think of youth, beauty, and 
victorious strength, of temptations’ resisted, of God- 
given gifts well used, and the crown of earthly glory 
won. The cities in*which he lived and ‘labored have 
disappeared; the multitudes which filled the air with 
the hum of their voices and the din of their industries 
have melted away; and scarcely one stone of Memphis 
rests upon another. But his spirit lives on, his vir- 
tues and graces silently passing into the lives of others, 
and his story bearing fruit through all succeeding ages.” 


Final Word 


If Joseph lived like that “1;7o0°years before the cross, 
cannot we live like that 1,900 years ‘after the cross? 
What was his hope is otir history; but wé may lack his 
faith, and so lose where he won, 


Eprnsurce, SCOTLAND. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Professor Ellis, Mrs. 
Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the Associate 
Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you tried assign- 
ing some of the questions to different members of your 
class, letting them see whether they can discover the 
answers as given in the following issue? 


HAT part had Judah played in Joseph’s being sold 
into captivity? 
2. Which of Jacob’s children were apparently the most 
bitter against Joseph? Why? 
3. Whose sons befriended Joseph in his extremity? 
4. Which brother had tried, though timidly, to save Jo- 
seph from the designs of the others? 


s. For how much (in our American coinage) did they sell 
Joseph, and what division of this money is suggested by 
its very amount? 


6. Are there any indications that remorse for this cruelty 
to their own brother lingered in the minds of these ten? 


7. How long had it taken Joseph to rise to this position of 
power in Egypt? 


8 What additional evidence have we of Joseph’s high 
standing in Egypt? 


9. What always served to intensify the embarrassment of 
Joseph’s brethren? 


10. Why did Judah become surety for Benjamin and plead 
with Joseph for his selease? 


11. Why did not Joseph make himself known to his 
brothers at first? 


12. How do we account for his seeming severity? 


13. How did Joseph show a continuance of his forgiving 
spirit and magnanimity toward his brothers to the end? 


14. What flaw is shown in Joseph’s life? 
15. What famous quotations come from this story? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF COMPARISON.—Train pupils 
to make comparisons and thus detect significant 
likenesses and differences. 











HE lesson entire extends from Genesis 44:18 to 
45:15 and thus includes two very significant inci- 
dents in the life story of Joseph, one of which has been 
selected for emphasis. Drifting back a bit for the set- 
ting of the lesson we recognize that it seems to have 
been the sons of the handmaidens who were most 
bitter against Joseph because he reported their evil 
deeds (Gen. 37:2), and likewise it is two of the sons 
of Leah, Reuben and Judah, who were responsible for 
saving his life. In the present lesson we have Judah 
once more showing not only a compassionate spirit to 
another of Rachel’s sons but offering himself into 
slavery to save him. He had suggested the selling of 
Joseph into slavery to save the boy’s life, and now he 
is willing to become a slave himself that Joseph’s 
brother may be spared to the father in his old age. 
The eloquent and self-sacrificing plea of Judah may 
be compared with others where the suppliant had noth- 
ing to gain for himself, as Abraham’s plea for Sodom; 
or with others where, more like the present case, the 
suppliant had everything to lose, as in Moses’ plea 
for Israel when the Lord had offered to make of him in- 
stead of Israel the people of the Lord. Of course, 
the greatest instance of such self-sacrifice, not alone in 
the intent but in the actual performance, is in the Cal- 
vary offering of our Lord. The expressions of broth- 
erly love and filial devotion manifested by Judah are 
more than matched by Joseph, and the two may be 
profitably compared, not only as presented in the les- 
son of the day but throughout the Joseph narrative. 
If there is the time and desire to go farther afield, the 
devotion of Jonathan and David may be cited.as an 
instance of simiiar devotion existing between those who 
were not bound by the ties of blood. 
Huntinopon, Pa, 


» 
The. Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Difference.—Then Judah came near unto him, 
and said, Oh, my lord, let thy servant ... speak a word 
(v. 18). I never tire of picturing this dramatic scene 
in my imagination. No wonder folks of fine literary 
taste, whether they have any religion or not, rave over 
Genesis. Try to equal this whole Joseph story in any 
literature. The father’s pet, —the hole in the ground, 
—the slavers,—the woman,—the jail,—the jail 
dreamers,—the forgetter,—the throne dreamer, — 
the rememberer,—the deliverance, — the - elevation, — 
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the famine,—the family,—the younger brother, — 
the stolen (?) cup, —the unrecognized brother and this 
burst of real eloquence,— equal it anywhere in prose 
or poetry, history or fiction if you can! Judah did 
not have to prepare this speech and practice it before 
his mirror. It came as all great eloquence comes, gush- 
ing out from a full heart and from a heart that has 
been cleansed and purified by a great emotion. There~ 
have been three great orations in American history: 
Patrick Henry at Williamsburg in our Revolution, 
Abraham Lincoln at Gettysburg in our Civil War, 
Henry W. Grady at New York's New England din- 
ner in our getting together. Grady’s speech was en- 
titled “The Old South and the New,” and it thrilled 
the country, buried the bloody shirt, and put this line 
in the marble base of his bronze statue on Marietta 
Street, Atlanta, Ga.: “He died literally loving a great 
nation into peace.” Of course, Joseph could not stand 
it,,who could? Just get love into your heart and your 
speech will take care of itself. Really and truly love 
those boys and girls and those men and women who 
meet you Sunday after Sunday, and the “teaching” 
part will take care of itself. The trouble is so many 
teachers (and this means preachers, too) really don’t 
care —not very much. The day was when Judah was 
ready to “put it over on the old man,” and he did. 
But today he was ready to “put it over,’ but it was 
love now and not deceit —and he did (Matt. 12:35). 


“Home to Roost.”—Surely he is torn in pieces; and 
I have not seen him since (v. 28). You could have 
seen the twinkle in Joseph’s eyes behind the tears had 
you been watching, Old Jealousy up there in Ca- 
naan had not been allowed to have her way, and he 
was not “torn in pieces.” Rochefoucauld says this: 
“Jealousy is born with love, but does not always die 
with it. Jealousy is nourished by doubt, and when we 
arrive at certainty, either becomes madness or ceases.” 
The Jacobsons had now been brought to Old-Jealousy’s 
blood-stained coat of many colors and they were not 
sitting easy. Coatesville mills have pay days every 
week or every two weeks. Heaven’s time is so long 
that pay days are not even yearly. But nevertheless 
Heaven's pay days are absolutely sure and certain, as 
Judah and his brethren are just about to find out. 
There are some things sure in this world and one of 
thern is that chickens come home to roost. There 
they were, the whole ten of them, and with drooping 
wings at that. “Be sure your sin will find you out” 
is what the Book says, and it works out that way 
sooner or later (Num. 32:23); “Whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap” (Gal. 6:7). Some- 
times the parents eat the sour grapes by which the 
children’s teeth are put on edge. Not a few of us 
have found ourselves in something like this Jacobson 
situation, but we too have a Brother who is on the 
throne, and though more than once we have “sold” 
him, yet when our hearts, like Judah’s, become changed, 
he also places us in the “land of Goshen” where he 
can fellowship with us and show us his love. 


The Best Evidence.—Let thy servant, I pray thee, 
abide instead of the lad a bondsman to my lord; and 
let the lad go up with his brethren (v. 33). Whata 
difference time makes! He who years before sold the 
father’s pet into slavery would now go into slavery 
himself to save father’s pet! Joseph needed no further 
evidence that his brethren had become a new bunch 
since he last saw them at home. When a man is ready 
to put up the most valuable thing he has, which is him- 
self, for security there can be no question as to his 
sincerity and devotion. When a man gets selfishness 
out of his life he becomes a real man and a power to 
influence his own folks and other felks. The influential 
man down at Washington is not the man who “has 
made his pile” and gone with his “barrel” into politics, 
Just run the senators and congressmen over and check 
them up. Now swing back to their home towns and 
see who weighs heaviest on Main Street, old Get It 
with his heart of gold, or old Give It with his heart 
of love. On the City Hall Plaza in Philadelphia there 
has recently been placed a bronze statue of the late 
John Wanamaker. Not because he gave his life to 
showing the world how to keep siore but because he 
showed the world how to run Sunday-schools, I ex- 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


2. April 4.—Jesus Appears to His Disciples (Easter Lesson) 
John 20 : 24 to 21: 25 
2. April 11.—The Story of Creation ...Genesis 1:1 to 2:28 
3. April 18—The Beginning of Sin............ Genesis 3 : 1-24 
4. April 25.—The Story of Cain and Abel....Genesis 4 : 1-26 
§. May 2.—God’s Covenant with Noah, Genesis 5 : 28 to9: 29 
6. May 9.—Abram and the Kings........... Genesis 14: 1-24 
7. May 16.—Abraham and the Strangers 
Genesis 18 : 1-8, 16-19 
8 May 23—Isaac and His Wells........... Genesis 26 : 12-25 
9. May 30.—Jacob at Bethel................ Genesis 27 and 28 
10. June 6.—Jacob and Esau 
Genesis 25 : 19-34; 26:34 to 28:9; 32:3 to 33:17 
11. June 13.—Joseph’s Fidelity................ Genesis 39: 1-33 
12. June 20.—Judah’s Plea............ Geresis 44:18 to 45:15 
13. June 27.—Review: What We Have Learned from the 
Book of Genesis 


JUNE 5, 1926 


pect lots of . folks-who read. the Times do not. know 
that this paper was purchased from John Wanamaker 
by the father of the present Editor, having been: Mr. 
Wanamaker’s Sunday-school paper. - There also stands 
on the plaza a bronze statue of Stephen Girard, Not 
4ecause he was Philadelphia’s greatest. merchant. but 
because he has been the world’s greatest preserver of 
orphan boys. People of Philadelphia have.pretty much 
forgotten Girard the merchant,— his -shop. is. -gone. 
Philadelphia will forget Wanamaker the merchant, 
others will own.-the store, but the love that led "Wana- 
maker to save “Benjamin” will never lose its eloquent 
appeal. 
CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
we 


The Illustration Round -Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
sceagase, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without’ fitst 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet capleioiae the 
conditions of this SeTertnent. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents.in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that 
iNustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be ayailable. ‘ 
Iilustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
our desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
ni 


For the lesson of December 19, illustrations 

are desired on the optional Christmas lesson, 

Luke 2:8-20, instead of on the lesson, “Samuel, 
the Just Judge.” 


For All of God’s Sons.—A broken and a contrite 
heart, O God, thou wilt not despise (Golden , Text). 
All the saints must go to the proving house. God had 
one Son without sin, but he never had a son. without 
trial—From Spurgeon. Sent by E. Hooey, Toronto, 
Can. 

Beggar or Prince?—A broken and a contrite heart, 
O God, thou wilt not despise (Golden Text). Some 
one has said: “If you come to God as a prince, you 
go: away as a beggar; if you come as a beggar, you 
go away as a prince.” It is to the needy that God 
opens the wardrobe of Heaven, and brings out the 
robe of righteousness:—From Sovereign Grace. Sent 
by Helen E. Patterson, Lima, Ohio. 

Our Stewardship.—For how shall I go up to my 
father, and the lad be not with me? (44: 34.) The 
Rev. J. Wilbur Chapman says: “I was standing in 
Tiffany’s great store in the city of New York, and 
I heard the salesman say to a lady, ‘Madam, this pearl 
is worth $17,000.’ I was interested and said, ‘Please 
let me see the pearl that is worth $17,000.’ The sales- 
man put it on a piece of black cloth, and I studied it 
carefully. I said, ‘I suppose Tiffany’s stock is very 
valuable?’ and as I looked around that beautiful store, 
I imagined them bringing all their stock up to my 
house and saying, ‘We want you to take care of this 
tonight.’ What do you think I would do? I would go 
to the telephone and call up the chief of police and 
say, ‘I have all of Tiffany’s stock in my house, and it 
is too great a responsibility. Wéill you send some of 
your trusted officers to help me?’ But I have a little 
boy in my home, and for him I am responsible. I have 
had him for nine years, and some of you have just 
such another little fellow. I turn to this old Book 
and I read this word: ‘What shall it’ profit a man, if 
he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul ?’ 
It is as if he had all the diamonds and rubies and 
pearls in the world and held them in one hand, and 
just a little boy in the other, and the boy would be 
worth more than all the jewels. If you would tremble 
if you had seventeen million dollars’ worth of jewels in 

our house one night, how shall you go up to your 
Father, and the lad be not with you?”—Sent by Mary 
E. Watson, Hartford, Conn. 

The Way the Company Wanted.—God sent me 
(45:7). “Where are we, captain?” asked a passenger 
on an Australian steamer several days out from the 
California coast. “Come with me to the chart and I 
will show you,” came the courteous reply. “You see,” 
said the captain as the two bent over a well-worn 
map, “there are three routes to Australia from the 
port we just left. That one there is the one usually 
taken; there, designated as Number 2, is the route I 
preferred to take; and this one here, Number 3, is the 
one the company ordered me to take and that is the 
one we have taken. We are right here just now.” The 
world’s way, my way, and Christ’s way. Which am I 
sailing?—From the Expositor. Sent by William D. 
Combs, Oneida, N. Y. Prize illustration. 

Joseph’s Pit — and Yours.—So now it was not you 
that sent me hither, but God (45:8). For the man 
in the pathway of God’s leading, the evil things that 
men put in his road become stepping stones to a glori- 
ous end. A Bible teacher of a group of business wo- 
men in a recent summer conference was commenting on 
Joseph’s experience in being thrown into the pit by his 
brothers. “I do not know what kind of theology this 
is,” she remarked, “but I do not think that pit was 























. “Dothan.” 


Lesson for June 20 
Genesis: 44 : 18 to 45 : 15 


there by accident.” No, that pit was one 
‘of the stations on what Dr. Melvin Grove 
Kyle has called “the overhead. railway at 
Joseph’s- brethren “railroaded” 
‘| him to Egypt, and they were not planning 
ic}to Kelp him to~a throne when they ‘put 
‘Whim: Into that: pit.) There was the chain 
'o of earthly events: that: appeared alf-against 
tics Joseph, but there -was. ari invisible way, 
“eunseen «even - by - Joseph, the “overhead 
. Gaggilavary ”* of God's pur pose. “God ever 
“pushes a man ‘into a hole,” a minister ‘said 
‘to ‘a:friend, “but when -a man who’ trusts 
God is pushed into a hole by other men, 
God changes the hole into a hill.’ "From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by Mrs. 
H. M. Werntz, Murrysville, Pa. 


What is .Forgiyeness?—Morecover he 
kissed all his brethren, and wept wpon 
them (45:15). A little boy was asked to 
explain forgiveness, .He gave this beau- 
tiful answer: -“‘It is the odor that flowers 
breathe when they are:trampled upon.”— 

** From D. L..Moody, Sent by William S; 

Bowden, New Albany, Ina. 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Have Thine own way, Lord!” 
“What a wonderful Saviour.” 
“Since the fulness of His love came in.” 
“My Saviour’s love.” 
“Jesus, I come.” 
“Love lifted me.” 
“There shall be showers of blessing.” 
(Titles listed below, and numbers in vada 
entheses, refer to the headings and num 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
*- Seripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 
“Whiter Than the Snow” (114: 1-4). 
; Psalm 51 : 1-10. 
“Safe Within Thy Fold” (163 : 1-3). 
Psalm 79: 8-12. 
“Thy Loving Kindness” (148 : 1-3). 
Psalm 69 : 30-36. 
“Cast Thy Burden Upon the Lord” (121 : 1-3). 
Psalm 55 : 16-22. 
w : 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


_A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the glorious lessons in thy 
Word. We thank thee that thou dost set be- 
fore us examples of that which thou wouldst 
teach us. We ask thee today to impress upon 
our hearts the lesson of unselfish love in the 
story that we have studied, and may we have 
a like spirit of devotion in every issue of life, 
where it is possible for us to be used in bless- 
ing and‘helping others at any cost to our- 
selves. May we not be hard-hearted or un- 
feeling or centered in that which is comfort- 
able and pleasant for ourselves, but may we 
‘be willing at all times to put others first,— 
and thyself first of all. In the name of the 
Lord Jesus we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Many years ago 
three young men came over from Hun- 
gary to begin their life in America.. They 
were poor, they had their living to make, 
and they were all eager to rise in the 
world. One of them, however, was more 
studious than the others. Two of the 





vupany LOVE FOR FAMILY 


ARE THEY ALIKE ? 











brothers agreed that they would go into.| 


’ business in order to provide an education 
for the third, so that he might become 
a scientific man, and bring distinction 
to the family. This plan was indeed 

. carried out. Two. of the brothers did 
“go into business, and were successful. 
. They. put. the other one, threugh his. 


'...schooling,. including his college work, and |] 
they: ages to see his name highly. honored | 


- among American scientific, men. © What a, 
; . wonderful tang it would’ be 
i. eve tywhere © id 

thatl It is so. easy. for, the: members of a. 


7 family to Het se separated and to drift apart, | 


and tot interest ‘in each other.’ 
The family Poe a ‘God-ordained renee 
merit. How far aré you arid I willing 
to show forth the grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ in our lives by sacrificing for those 
who are in our own family? This is a 
bigger matter than we may think. Let 
us watch for opportunities this week, and 
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ask the Lord to teach us how to help most 
in ways that will honor him right in our 
own family circle. Let us pray: 


PHILADELPHIA. 
WE 


Your Class of Girls 
By, Mrs. S. a. Askew 





Hew the Lesson is Taught This Week 


t.“Memories of childhood and youth. 
2. Loyalty ‘to family ‘ties. 








if. families ¢ 
stand by. ae other like: 





gj God’s overruling providences. 








O EVERY reader of the Bible one 

of its most potent charms is its in- 
tense and genuine human interest. Here 
are no “made-up” stories of fiction but 
real flesh-and-blood happenings that 
breathe life, and life as we know it today 
(stripped of all its artificialities) just 
as: surely as it was life three thousand 
years ago. One of the quickest ways to 
win a young reader’s interest is through 
this very channel, and here is a typical 
instance of that very life-likeness in this 
incident in the life of Joseph. An edu- 
cational dramatization of the scenés of 
this life could be well done by your girls, 
right in class (without costume or 
scenery), which would quite “thrill” 
them, “nd so would result in a quickened 
appreciation of the Book. Try it. 


1. Try especially these scenes of the 
two visits of the brothers of Joseph to 
buy grain in Egypt. They are buiit upon 
the tenacity of the memories of childhood 
and youth. Joseph could not forget, in 
the midst of the splendor and power of 
his official life in the land of his forced 
adoption, the faces, voices, and scenes of 
his boyhood. They were perhaps the 
more keen because of the long separation 
between him and his family. And 
certain it is, as you read the whole story 
(Gen, 42:18-25), that in his brothers’ 
minds remorse had been lingering all 
these years since their cruel treatment of 
him, 

Is there not a bit of wisdom here for 
us concerning the apparently little things 
of family life—the things that are mak- 
ing lifetime memories, even while~they 
seem so passing and small? They are 
worth doing lovingly and richly, because 
they are going to become part and parcel 
of our hearts, things we can never for- 
get even if we would. “Nothing that hap- 
pens after one is twelve matters very 


a 





much,” says a wise reader of human na- 
ture, and- certainly ‘it is true that what 
happens ‘before one is twelve sticks 


‘throughout life. 


2, The loyalty Judah showed to his “lit- 
tle”. half brother in this plea to be al- 
lowed to take his place in punishment is 
based upon just such memories.. He had 
not forgotten that day when he bargained 
away that other young half brother — for 
it was. Judah who proposed that bargain 
—and he wanted no other such burden 
on his conscience as the memory of his 


: old father’s cry of' grief over the reported 
‘loss of that favorite son. 


Loyalty is built 
upon a strange mixture in almost all cases, 
even as in this one, . 


3. But your girls must not miss Jo- 
seph’s explanation of it all as the over- 
ruling providence of God. He did not 
use the words Paul wrote so long after- 
ward, but does not this story say, with- 
out the need of words, that “all things 
work together for good” for them whom 
God loves as well as for those who love 
him? To those who_see this clearly life 
holds no bitterness. Help your girls to 


see it, - 
Home Study 
Find out how old, Joseph was when this 
happened, how long he was _ separated 
from his father, and how old Benjamin 
was at this time. 


Decatur, Ga. ; 
” 
Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Joseph’s cup. 

Discussion: Let the time for discussion 
be spent in going ‘over the main events 
of the forty-second, forty-third, and for- 
ty-fourth chapters of Genesis, This is a 
very dramatic porit and gripping in its 
interest. 


Objective: To see Jesus Christ dietes 








himself to be slain for our sins. 





AY, fellows, there are two thihgs I 

have been trying to decide about that 
bunch of brothers who faced the great 
and powerful Joseph in what seemed to 
be the crisis of all their checkered career. 
Strangers they were in a foreign land, 
in the hands of a-potentate who held 
against them a clear-cut indictment. The 
proof was undeniable. Benjamin, to all 
appearances, had been fairly caught with 
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Rev, 1:7. 
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the stolen cup in his sack. And it was 
the personal silver cup of their host who 
had just so graciously entertained them. 

When Joseph’s steward overtook the 
brothers as they got their early start 
homeward on that eventful morning and 
charged them with the theft ofthe cup, 
they promptly staked their lives on their 
denial. Such a thing was. unthinkable. 
Look. how they had brought back the 
money which had been found in their 
sacks upon return from the former trip— 
they offered as proof of their integrity. 
Imagine their amazement and chagrin 
upon seeing the silver cup come tumbling 
out of Benjamin’s sack! Did they believe 
Benjamin was guiity? I am inclined to 
think they did. At any rate, the evidence 
was too overwhelming to offer any de- 
fense. They simply rent their clothes in 
despair and returned to the city without 
protest. 

Now then; what must have been Ben- 
jamin’s thought about Judah, as he saw 
him step forward in the crisis and offer 
his own life as a substitute for that of 
the culprit? Doubtless Benjamin was at 
first in such consternation over the fact 
that the cup was discovered in his-own 
sack that ‘he was hardly able to think. 
But he must have realized at once that 
before the law he was guilty; and I am 
sure there was but one way for Benjamin 
to think when: Judah endéed that splendid 
speech. And Judah’s offer to become Ben- 
jamin’s substitute before ‘the justice of 
an offended Jord was no vain show. He 
‘made his plea both with desperate earn- 
estness and convincing logic. Judah utterly 
lost sight of himsélf. - Yes, I’m sure Ben- 
jamin had but one thought then: “There’s 
the noblest brother God: ever made.” And 
I’m sure Benjamin fell upon Judah’s neck 
and told him that day what he thought 
of such an unparalleled piece of unself- 
ishness. 

But from deeper down ‘in all this comes 
up something else, fellows, which has a 
mighty significance for you and me, Over 
in the forty-ninth chapter, I see old Ja» 
cob delivering his dying blessing to those 
brothers — his sons; and when he comes 
to Judah he calls him “a lion’s whelp.” 
A lion, the king of beasts! And I hear 
him saying: “The sceptre shall not de- 
part from Judah, nor a lawgiver from be- 
tween his feet, until Shiloh come; and 
unto him shall the gathering of the peo- 
ple be.” And I can better understand the 
prophecy which places Judah at the head 
of a line of kings when I see him in ac- 
tion before the all-powerful of Egypt 
that day, laying down his life for another 
found guilty before the law 

Judah’s act seems itself prophetic, for 
one day nearly two thousand years later 
another Prince of the line laid down his 
life on a cross for guilty sinners like you 
and me. Indeed it was for you and me, 
And there was no mistake about the cup 
in your case and mine, fellows. We are 
culprits not only before the law, but in 
fact. And Jesus, the “Lion of the tribe 
of Juda, the Root of David,” offered him- 
self wp to be crucified that you and I 
might not become the bondslaves of sin 
and die the death of the guilty, but might 
be made free to go Home unto the Father. 
Yes, Jesus Christ, “who his own self 
bare our' sins in his own body on the tree, 
that we, being dead to sins, should live 
unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye 
were healed. For ye were as sheep going 
astray; but are now returned unto the 
Shepherd and Bishop of your souls” (1 
Pet. 2: 24, 25). 

Fellows, how can we refrain from fall- 
ing at his feet, exclaiming: “The best and 
noblest Elder Brother of all!” 

Greenssoro, N. C. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


OW many in the class remember 

where we left Joseph last week? 
Yes, and we saw that he was faithful and 
true and trustworthy even in’ the dark 
gloomy dungeon. Let one of the chil- 
dren téll of Pharaoh’s, two servants who 
were in the prison with Joseph, and how 
Joseph told them the meaning of their 
dreams. Let another child tell of Pha- 
raoh’s dream, and how Joseph was re- 
leased from prison to tell the king what 
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it meant, and afterward was given a high 
office in the kingdom. If the children 
do not know these stories, tell them briefly 
so that the lesson for this week may be 
underst , 

It has been a long time since Joseph 
was a little boy, living with his father 
and brothers in the far-away home, 
dreaming wonderful dreams himself. 
During these long years we know he 
thought often of his aged father and 
the brothers who once had hated him and 
treated him cruelly. . Perhaps he won- 
dered how they were faring, for the same 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





SVDAH'S PLEA 


hear 


tA A 
fit tA 






ys. ISH Ie, 


© 
ax ae. 





famine that caused so much suffering in 
Egypt was severe in other lands, and 
many people were coming to Joseph to 
buy corn. 

One day Joseph’s ten brothers came to 
buy corn and Joseph knew them, but they 
did not know him. Ask the children to 
tell why they think Joseph would know 
his brothers without their knowing him. 
Explain to them that they were already 
grown men when Joseph saw them last, 
and although it had been a long time since, 
probably twenty-two years, they would 
not be so greatly changed in person, and 
they still dressed the same, and then the 
number, still was unbroken. Joseph was 
only seventeen years old when they sold 
him, and now he was a man, and of 
course they did not expect to see the boy 
they sold as a slave in the office of gov- 
ernor. Then Joseph dressed like the 
Egyptians and spoke the language of 
Egypt. 

Joseph loved his brothers and had for- 
given them all their wrongdoing, but he 
wanted to know if they were the same 
kind of men they once were, or if they 
were changed. ‘So, in order to try them, 
he spoke roughly to them and. acted 
strangely. He had asked them of their 


homefolks and they had told him of. their- 


father and younger brother. When they 
left for home he kept one of their num- 
ber bound in prison and said they could 
not buy any more corn or even see. his 
face unless they brought with. them their 
youngest brother when they should come 
again. 

When they needed corn again they told 
their father that they must carry Ben- 
jamin or their journey would be useless. 
The old man was heartbroken and would 
not let the young man go until they were 
obliged to have corn. Then he waited 
anxiously for their return. 

When Joseph saw Benjamin, he wanted 
to tell his brothers his identity, but 
thought best to try them longer. So he 
made it appear that Benjamin had taken 
a valuable cup from his house and said 
he would keep Benjamin for a servant. 
Then the brothers confessed their sin 
and said they were Joseph’s servants, one 
and all. Judah, the very one who had sold 
Joseph, stood up before him and told him 
how the old father at home loved the 
youngest son, and begged leave to stay 
in Benjamin’s place. Joseph knew now 
that his brothers were not like they once 
were, so he told them he was their 
brother whom they had sold. They were 
dreadfully afraid until Joseph showed 
them he had forgiven them. 

Joseph had his brothers bring his father 
and each one of his family into Egypt, so 
that he could care for them during the 
remaining years of the famine. We may 
be sure it was a happy reunion when Jo- 
seph got out of his princely chariot to wel- 
come his old father from whom he had 
been so long separated. ; 

Joseph’s dreams had come true, and he 
found that the happiest moment was not 
when he saw his brothers kneeling before 
him, but when he spoke to them words 
of loving forgiveness and promised to help 
them in their need. 


Curnton, S. C. 


+|.false accusation against him. 





Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of June 13) 


1. He was sent there by the sin of his 
brothers. This was the first link in the ful- 
fillment of the prophecy given to Abraham 
(Gen. 15). 

2. Apparently “the captain of the guard” to 
whom Joseph was first sold in Egypt (Gen. 
39:1) was the very same man, Potiphar, who 
was in charge of the prison into which he 
himself had to cast Joseph after his wife’s 
(Gen. 40:2 
repeats ‘this exact phrase. Note also Gen. 
41 : 12-with its statement.) 


3. He must have known his wife’s true 


character, and really never believed her lie4 


against Joseph, or he would not so quickly 
have trusted him again, in the conduct of his 
prison, which was his responsibility to the 
Pharaoh, 


4- His reliance upon God. 


5. In this list may we not include his hand- 
some looks (Gen. 39 : 6), his extreme neatness 
of person (Gen. 41:14), his ready sympathy 
(40 : 6), and his unfailing courtesy, as noted 
in every interview with Pharaoh? 


6.Is not the secret of Joseph’s success 
bound up in these words, “Jehovah was with 
Joseph,” which are found six times in the 
biography of him in Genesis? (This, or 
equivalent phrases.) 

7. Joseph mentions God as the Power of his 
life sixteen times in these same chapters. 

8 In relation to God; to his father; and to 
those whom he served. . 


9. Childhood may learn obedience; youth 
may learn purity; and men and women who 
work may learn faithfulness in service. 


10. Joseph was his father’s well-beloved 
son; sent by his father to seek; hated by his 
brothers, his own people; sold for silver; 
God was with him; put into the pit (type of 
the grave), from which he came to go to the 
Gentiles; was falsely accused; was given a 
Gentile bride (type of the church); when he 
was exalted his own brothers bowed before 
him and repented of having used him ill; 
Joseph forgave them and provided them a 
home (so the Jews will bow before Christ 
when he comes again, and will receive his 
forgiveness and his blessings). 

11. God is tempering the steel for a finer use. 

12. Job 23:10; Psalm 34:19; 2 Corinthians 
4: 15-18; James 1:2. 


13. He has to suffer without hope (Eph. 2: 
12; 1 Thess. 4: 13). 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





June.27. What May Japan and Korea Expect 
from Christianity? Micah 6:6-8. (Mis- 
sionary meeting.) 

July 4. My Country: Its Past, Present, and 
Futute. Psa. 33 : 1-22, (Consecration meet- 


ing.) 

July 11. What Does Jesus Teach About Hu- 
mility? Matt. 18 : 1-14. 

July 18. What We Learn From the Out-of- 
Doors. Psa. 19:1-6. (Outdoor meeting 
with Intermediates and Juniors.) 





Sunday, June 20 


How Much of a Goal Should Money Be? 
(Matt. 6 : 19-24, 33) 





Mon.—Dishonest gain (Jas. 5 : 1-8). 

Tues.—Rich and unselfish (Gen. 13 : 1-18). 
Wed.—Rich and selfish (Luke 16 : 19-31). 
Thurs.—Honest riches (Job 1:1-33 42: 


12). 
Fri.—Wedded to wealth (Matt. 19 : 16-30). 
Sat.—The gold-hunter’s fate (Jer. 17: 
9-11). 











What good may money do? 
What did Jesus say about money? 


Why must we refuse to let money mas- 
ter us? 


N BUNYAN’S “Pilgrim’s Progress,” 

Christiana and her children were being 
shown through the Significant-rooms. at 
the Interpreter’s house. They saw there 
a man who could look no- way but down- 
ward, with a muckrake in his hand. One 
stood over his head with a celestial crown, 
offering him the crown for his muckrake, 
but the man neither looked up nor re- 
garded the celestial visitor, but raked to 
himself straws, and small sticks and dust 
of the floor. < 

When Christiana rightly understood the 
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figure to represent a man of this world 
raking to himself this world’s goods and 
neglecting to heed the call from above, 
the Interpreter said to her, “It is to let 
thee know that earthly things, when they 


are with power upon men’s minds, quite 


carry their hearts away from God. ‘Give 
me not riches,’ is scarce the prayer of one 
in ten thousand. Straws and sticks and 
dust, with most, are the great things now 
looked after.” is 


The Lord Jesus Christ, during his 
earthly ministry, with an unerring sense 
of true values, never ‘failed to point out 
man’s proper relationship to God as com- 
pared to~his «relationship to this: world, 
and so in Mark 8: 36 we find his words, 
“What shall it\ profit’a man, if he shall 
gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul?” Again in our Scripture lesson: in 
Matthew 6, we have the caution against 
laying: up treasures‘ on ‘this earth and 
against being anxious about what we shail 
eat and what we shall drink. The = em- 
phasis is not.so much that money in it- 
self. is evil, or that food and clothing. are 
undesirable, but. that. -we must guard 
against. placing these things before. the 
things of God. On the other hand, we 
have the definite assurance in Matthew 
6: 33. that if we seek first the kingdom 
of God and his righteousness, all these 
things shall be added unto us. 

The great lesson the Lord Jesus wants 
us-all to learn is that the cattle on a thou- 
sand hills are his (Psa. 50: 10), that the 
silver and gold are his (Hag. 2:8), and 
that our God shall indeed supply all our 
need according to his riches in glory by 
Christ Jesus (Phil. 4:19). 


+4 

Does God mean then that we should re- 
fuse to work or earn money or in any way 
to provide for the present or the future 
but depend absolutely on miraculous cir- 
cumstances? He indeed does call some to 
such a life of faith and dependence upon 
him, and when he does call it is our part 
to follow. But most of us are not called 
to such a life. God gives us intelligence 
and strong, healthy bodies and he has or- 
dained that man should work. He expects 
man, within a reasonable degree, to pro- 
vide for the future of himself and those 


dependent upon him. He wants us, how-’ 


ever, to come to him for his plan and to 
so let him control our hearts and minds 
that the acquiring of money will not pos- 


| sess our hearts. 


Most of us are too weak to be trusted 
with great possessions, for unless rightly 
controlled they soon choke the soul and 
the whele life is given up to covetousness, 
which God’s Word tells us is idolatry 
(Col. 3:5). Only as the Lord Jesus 
Christ is on the throne in the life can we 
be guarded against the lové of money or 
possessions, and only then can we truly 
administer such wealth as God has given 
us as true stewards of the Lord. Jesus 
Christ. jo 


Am_[ making money or possessions my 
goal? 

Am I truly willing to look to the Lord 
‘Jesus Christ to supply all my needs? 

Am I letting him show me how he wants 
to use me as his steward? 

PHILADELPHIA. 














The Clown Bird 
By Maud. Wilcox Niedermeyer 


“ HAT was that?” Patrica half 

sprang up in bed and leaned on one 
elbow. A harsh, squawking noise sounded 
in the tree near her open window: 

“You. awful bird!” cried Patrica; ‘cud- 
dling down again under the bed clothes. 
“Tis is the second time you have waked 
me“up at dawn. _Whateyer’shall I do with 
you?” She tried to-go to sleep again, 
but at that moment an odd, soft whistle 
cut ‘the. air. 

It was a beautiful whistle: and so unlike 
4. the terrible .squawking noise that had pre- 
ceded it. that Patrica had. to.laugh: 


that follow his terrible introductien. 


E Children at Home. |} 





“I know you, you funny old thing,” 
she thought, giggling to herself. “I think 
Pll call you my Clown Bird, although 
you may have a perfectly dignified name 
of your own. To me you are just a clown. 
Be off with you to the woods, and wake 
up the birds instead of folks who want 
to sleep.” 

But the bird sang right on, the loveliest 
of songs. The other birds woke up and 
joined in the choir. - Patri¢a grew drowsy 
and soon they had sung her back into 
dreamland. 

The next mornifg Auntie May said at 
the breakfast - table, “Did--anybody. hear 
a queer bird song at dawn?” 

“T did!” cried. Patrica, glad now that 
she had. been awake. “I think that fellow 
sings hike a clown.” 

Auntie May dJaughed. “Indeed, if you 

dauld see some of his antics, you would 
think that he acted like a clown as well. 
Suppose we go out’ after breakfast and 
find him.” 
, Patrica was all eagerness to get 
through, and I’m afraid she did a little 
stuffing in order to hurry. But soon she 
folded her napkin neatly, said “Excuse 
me, please,” and ran out to the hall to 
get her hat and coat. 

Auntie May was ready too, and they 
unlocked the front door and went out. 

“We may not be able to find him right 
away, sO we must not get discouraged,” 
said Auntie May, 

“I am sure he was in the tree outside 
of my window. Let’s look there, Auntie.” 

“Certainly, dear. Listen! Was that 
the postman’s whistle?” 

“No, no, Auntie!’ cried Patrica, ex- 
citedly. “Why, it’s way wp in the air, 
and I do believe it’s that naughty rascal. 
Yes, Auntie, just look up there on that 
high branch.” 

Auntie May squinted and peered up 
through the leafy boughs. “I do declare,” 
she said, laughing. “Your young eyes 
have spied him. Yes, that is our bird. 
Now, I. wonder if he will perform for 
us.’ 

“Maybe if we are very quiet, he will,” 
said Patrica. 

They sat down on a tree stump and 
kept their’ eyes on the little bird high 
above them. Suddenly ‘he gave a long 
whistle and darted straight up into the 
air like an arrow. 

Patrica was so excited she could hardly 
sit still. 


“Hush!” warned Auntie May. “Now 
watch him, dear. Of all the little acro- 
bats !” 


The bird made a sudden turn, a queer 
awkward movement of his legs, wings, 
and head, and dr down on the very 
branch from which he had taken his flight 
a moment before, 

“Auntie, he looked just like a. jump- 
ing jack when he was’ up in the air,” ex- 
claimed Patrica. 

“Yes, and did you notice that he was 
whistling all the time in queer, crooked 
ups and downs?” 

i 3° he was! He is a funny bird, isn’t 
e?”? 

“T guess the word clown does describe 
him best of all. But if he wakes you up 
éarly tomorrow morning, just listen for 
the wonderfully clear and beautiful e 

e€ 
makes me think of an orchestra tuning 
up. Do you know, dear, what his real 
name is?” 

“No, Auntie ; please tell me.” 

“He is called the Yellow Breasted Chat. 
Really, he’s not a bad-looking little fel- 
low, either.” 

Patrica was actually anxious to go to 
bed that night, and when: she: had cuddled 
down all nice and snug; she turned her 
face toward the window. She giggled to 
herself as she thought: “He may. be called 
the Yellow Breasted Chat, but J]. like 
Clown Bird lots better.” 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


Answers to Prayer 


NE who uses this department regu- 

larly suggests that if more answers 
to prayer, as well as requests, were pub- 
lished, it would be a great source of en- 
couragement to many. We accept the 
suggestion, and invite those who feel so 
led to send in brief reports of authentic 
instances of answered prayer, and such 


reports as can be used sooner or later will’ 


be used. No names need be published, 
although, of course, the name and address 
of the sender should accompany every re- 
port, Write only what can be vouched 
for, and only that which will glorify God, 
confining what is written to one or two 
hundred words, or even less, 


ae 


June 14 to 20 
Mon.—Genesis 37 : 18-28. Selling Joseph. 


Observe the catalogue of sins that were 
involved in this terrible transaction: con- 
spiracy (vs. 18, 20); murderous intent 
(vs. 18, 20) ; envy (v. 19) ; lying (v. 20) ; 
malice (v. 20) ; robbery (v. 23); vio- 
lence (v. 24); covetousness (vs. 26-28). 
There were other’ sins. Continue the list. 
Did you ever know of such a thing as an 
isolated sin? 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
thousands of young people: who have 
graduated, or are graduating, this month 
from the schools and colleges of this and 
other lands. May not the failure of the 
family altar be responsible for much of 
the infidelity that has developed during 
recent years in our educational institu- 
tions ? 


Tues.—Genesis 41 : 37-45. Joseph’s Promotion. 


Human demotion yesterday ; divine pro- 
motion today. The power of Satan to’ cast 
down a child of God is limited; the power 
of God to exalt that child is unlimited. 
Satan is sometimes given power to rule 
circumstances, but God always keeps in 
his own hands the overruling power. The 
last word is with God! 


PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: Ask God to keep 
your family worship from becoming for- 
mal or irksome. Secret prayer and thought- 
ful preparation will help to this end, be- 
side enriching your own experience, Put 

spirit and praise, and occasionally testi- 
mony and exposition, into the family wor- 
ship period. Encourage all to take part 
briefly, but avoid argument. 


Wed.—Genesis 42 : 14-25. 
The Brothers’ Distress. 


“We saw the anguish; we would not 
hear.” Oh, how many today see, or 
know of, the anguish of sin-stricken, sick- 
ness-stricken, sorrow-stricken, suffering 
humanity, but will not hear! It takes far 
less than “twenty pieces of silver” to 
blind the eyes of some children of God. 
Money wrongfully withheld and money 
wrongfully obtained are in the same cate- 
gory. 

Prayer Suacestions: Pray for direc- 
tion as to the day’s program, and then 
for God's blessing upon each specific 
thing. Pray for each member of the 
family; for your neighbors also; your 
church, your pastor, your midweek mect- 
ing; the sick and shut-in of the com- 
munity; and for all who are m authority, 
locally and at large. 

Thurs.—Genesis 42 ; 35-38. 
dJacob’s Care of Benjamin. 

_ Real bereaverhen€ is when the sense of 
loss is keen; and the Geeper the love, the 
keener that sense. No deep work of the 
Spirit is ever wrought in hearts whose 
feelings are osly superficial. a these 
things are against me” (v. 36). Ah, 
Jacob, “What I do thou knowest ms now; 
but thow shalt know hereafter”! 

Prayer SuaGcestions: Pray for the 
Berachah Church (the Rev. O. R. Pa 
mer, pastor, 2240 North Twenty-ninth 


/ 


broadcasting service. Pray for every 
evangelical church and church organiza- 
tion throughout the land. Praise God for 
the increasing spirit of prayer in many of 
these. 
Fri.—Genesis 43 : 26-34. 

Joseph Recognizes Benjamin. 


Joseph, too, was a man of dee feeling 
(v. 30), but of remark: 1@" self-control 
(v. 31). Many a tear is, shed in secret 
where operily’ there i$‘ pérfect composure. 
Many a. heartache revealed to God is 
concealed from man.-- Dear patient, suf- 
fering soul, husband or wife, son or 
Cauenier. brother or friend, “he knows 
it all.” 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Bible Institute Colportage Association 
(826 North LaSalle Street, Chicago), and 
for its greatly needed and splendidly con- 
ducted ministry in scores of rural sections 
and mountain districts and state peniten- 
tiaries throughout America. Pray that 
God may use it on an ever increasing 
scale. 

Sat.—Genesis 44: 18-34. Judah’s Plea. 

Judah’s plea was eloquence indeed. Un- 
consciously he was having “one more 
chance” to retrieve himself (37:26, 27), 
and unconsciously. he was improving it. 


Street, Philadelphia), and for its new’ 





(Lesson for June 20) JUNE 5, 1926 


How wonderfully in God’s dramas does 
every actor play his perfect part! And 
how wonderfully does God make every- 
thing contribute to his final purpose! 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for Broad- 
casting Prayer, the Evangelical Christian, 
the King’s Business, the Moody Bible In- 
stitute Monthly; Serving and Waiting, the 
Alliance Weekly, Our Hope, the Dawn, 


‘the:Call, the: Christian, the Bible Witness, 


and all ether thoroughly sound denomina- 


tional or interdenominational: periodicals, _. 


Stun.—Psailim S1.: 9-14, Prayer for Cleansing. 
Well might this have beer Judah’s 
prayer as well as David’s, for he had 
sinned grievously, riot only im respect to 
Joseph, but in other shameful ways (Gen. 
38). “This Psalm,” says Dr. Scofield, 


“must ever be, in its successive Steps, the — 


mould of the experience of a sinning saint 
who comes back to full 
service,” 


Prayer Succestions: “In nothing: be 
anxious; butin everything. by: prayer and 
supplication WITH THANKSGIVING.” Put 
praise into every prayer. “Praise God 
from whom ar. blessings flow.” Praise 
God, first of all, for what he is, and after- 
ward for what he does. In all prayer 
think of God, not as your servant, but 
rather of yourself as his servant. 
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